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A SPOOKY FIREWORK NIGHT...
On Saturday 31 October Claydon
held its first ever joint Halloween
and Bonfire Night party.

record time for bobbing one apple
was an amazing 2 seconds,
well done Tom Jackson!

Photos: Tim Cozze-Young

The evening raised net proceeds of
£119 for the Claydon Playing Field
Trust. The Playing Field Committee
would like to say a huge thank you
to all those who helped towards
the event and making the evening
such a great success.

Mike Smith
It was an unseasonably warm
evening which helped ensure there
was a healthy turnout from the
village and other supporters. The
event started with people watching
the roaring bonfire with a burger
and mulled wine in hand. The
following firework display was
spectacular and was helped by a
full moon and clear skies.
After the 20 minute display there
was a competition for the best
Halloween costume; of which there
were some great outfits. One of the
winners was a blood curdling
Dracula’s bride. The raffle draw,
kindly organized by Anne Hoggins,
was followed by sticky bun and
apple bobbing games for the
children and some dads! The

Halloween Bonfire Night
in pictures - see p6 >>>
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·

10th order for oil co-op

·

Bernard North
remembered

·

Clockwinders reveal all

·

Give a chicken a good
home

POST OFFICE SHOCK IN CROPREDY
Less than six months after a new
Post Office counter opened at the
Bridge Stores, Cropredy, the sub
postmaster has resigned, so the
search is on for an alternative
premises. It has been suggested
that the service is moved nextdoor
to The Perfect Present gift shop.
A public consultation is currently
underway and if you would like to
have your say please contact:

National Consultation Team, PO
Box 2060, Watford, WD18 8ZW
or email your views to:
consultation@postoffice.co.uk
More details are available from
The Perfect Present.
C

IN MEMORIAM
Villagers were saddened to hear of
the death of Ann Boyle last month
and their thoughts are with her
family and friends.
C

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS...
Barn Farm Plants

B
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Smith & Ronaldson

Upper Wardington, Banbury, Oxon

www.barnfarmplants.co.uk

Open 7 days a week

Builders
Specialists in stonework, extensions and
loft conversions
01295 690559
01327 261590

01295 758080

Southam Road
Farnborough
Banbury
01295 690479
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
TUES to SAT 10:00am - 5:30pm
SUNDAY 10:30am - 4:30pm

WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN
WON’T COST THE EARTH

(Mid Oct-Feb Tues-Sat 9:00-4:30)

Tobin

Jones
THE

LETTING

Property
AGENTS

Letting your property?
We offer a range of services including:

Julian Aldred

Full Management
The Letting Service
TFI and
Inventory Services

Electrician
T (01295) 750749
E julian@ja-electrics.co.uk

“Letting more properties to better tenants at better rents”
Tel: (01869) 248254

Fax: (01869) 253394

www.tobinjones.com

Your Local Carpenter
Cropredy (next to the Spar & Post Office)

Your

gift shop - Open every day

Presents for everyone: cards, gift wrap,
jewellery, candles & more...
Great gifts at prices to suit all pockets

M.C. CARPENTRY
For all Carpentry & Joinery Services Domestic and
Commercial
For a Professional and Affordable Service
Call Matthew Clark on:
01295 690340
07814 891226
Email - mc_carpentry@yahoo.co.uk

Please mention the Courier when dealing with our sponsors. Thanks!

BIG SAVINGS FOR HOFL

VILLAGER FALLS 12,000 FT

Last month the Claydon-run
Heating Oil buying scheme
celebrated its 12th month in
existence and placed its 10th order
on behalf of its members. This order
was at a negotiated price of 35.02p
a litre, a saving of almost 7p per
litre. The average saving per month,
over the 12 month period has been
over 5p a litre.

On October 11, I completed a
tandem skydive to raise funds and
celebrate Dogs for the Disabled's
21st Anniversary. Jumping out of
the moving plane at 12,000 feet
was quite an experience, but the 40
seconds freefall at 120 mph was an
absolute thrill! Thanks to everyone
who sponsored me and contributed
to the £6,000 raised for the charity
during the day.

The scheme has to date ordered in
excess of 100,000 litres on behalf of
its members, which now includes
residents from 12 local villages.
Potential savings made by scheme
members to date has been in excess
of £6000 (compared against
average price snapshot). The
scheme is open to new members
and will place its next order week
commencing 23 November 2009.
To join the scheme or for further
information either visit
www.HeatingOilForLess.co.uk or call
me on 690119.

Tim Cozze-Young

Paul Gallagher

JOIN THE CLUB TO SAVE ON ELECTRICITY BILLS
As well as the Oil Scheme in the
village, people could take advantage
of the Utility Warehouse Discount
Club to save themselves more
money on telephones, broadband,
mobile phones as well as electricity.
It’s just a shame that there is no
way to include Oil or LPG into the
scheme.

I don’t know if you saw Watchdog
on 30 October 2009 about people
being pursued to change their gas
and electric suppliers, but if you
were able to say you belonged to
Utilities Warehouse they would
immediately leave you alone
because they know they cannot
compete! For more details or to join
up call me on 690981.

Veronica Purdey
Courier --
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FARNBOROUGH VILLAGE
HALL EVENTS

SENIOR XMAS LUNCH
RINGS THE CHANGES
All Senior Citizens of Claydon and
Clattercote are warmly invited to
the Senior Citizens’ Christmas
Lunch 2009 on Thursday 10
December, from 12.30 for 1pm.
As discussed at the lunch last year,
the venue has been changed to The
Bell Inn, Great Bourton. The cost
will be £8.95 a head.
Please let us know if you would like
to come along. RSVP to 690452 as
soon as possible. Thanks.

David & Jo Hill
Join the UTILITY WAREHOUSE
DISCOUNT CLUB
SAVE TIME
SAVE MONEY
Save 5% on all your petrol* and household shopping!

Call VERONICA PURDEY, Authorised
Distributor for the Utility Warehouse on
01295 690981
* to receive 5% CashBack on fuel at Sainsbury’s, you must have spent at
least £50 in a single transaction online or in store in the previous 14 days.

Arts and Crafts Market – Saturday 5
December – 10am – 3pm
After two successful years, we are
holding our third Arts and Crafts
Market, which is set to be bigger and
better. The December date means
there will be a real Christmas feel. All
stalls booked are unique handmade
crafts and there will be plenty to
inspire those looking for that extra
special festive gift. As usual there will
be a ‘Country Kitchen Stall’ selling
homemade produce.
“School Prom” for New Year 2009 –
Thursday 31 December – 7.30pm
This is a class event…delicious food,
plenty of fun and of course a dance or
two. Our ‘School Prom’ theme is
optional! We need your request for
the music track that transports you
back to those carefree adolescent
days, by 28 November please. Tickets
are now available and remain at £22 –
make sure you book early to avoid
disappointment. Please contact me on
690190 for further details and
bookings.

Liz Stallard

LUCY WELCOMES LITTLE SISTER
Claydon’s newest arrival was delivered
safely at the Horton Hospital on 18
August.
Emilia Adeline Elizabeth Reeves (or Mia
for short!) was born to happy parents
Bethan and Mike of Bignolds Close,
weighing in at a healthy 7lbs 15oz.
Big sister Lucy (2¼) is clearly
enamoured with her new playmate!
Courier --
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Come on down to the
Courier Late Lounge!
Saturday 21 November
Church Room
9pm till Late
Join friends and neighbours for an informal night of
drinks in the comfort of your own village! No need to
get in the car.
serving beers, wines,
spirits, soft drinks and snacks. All welcome. No need
to book - just turn up...
ight.
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Any profits made will go
Tickets only
towards future issues of the Courier.

FESTIVE FEEL AT
BARN FARM PLANTS
Why not come and meet Father
Christmas and enjoy a Charity
Evening at Barn Farm Plants on
Wednesday 25 November, 6.308.30 pm. In aid of Dogs for the
Disabled and Katharine House,
entry is £2 (under 16s free).
Take up the chance to enjoy a
festive evening with special offers
for one night only. Browse the new
Christmas stock. Entry includes
mulled wine and door draw.
C
Courier --

NEW CORRESPONDENT
I have taken on the role of village
correspondent for Claydon for the
Banbury Guardian. If you wish to
have anything included please
contact me on 690392 or email me
at pieterson@tiscali.co.uk
Please note that I need to have
details by Monday prior to
publication (on Thursday) and that
the Guardian does not wish to
publish events too far in advance.

November 2009

Kath Pieterson
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Photos: Tim Cozze-Young

HALLOWEEN BONFIRE NIGHT IN PICTURES
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CHRISTMAS EVENT SHIMMERS AGAIN
I’m delighted to confirm that the
annual Claydon Christmas Tree
Lighting and Remembrance event
will take place on Sunday 6
December in – and next to – the
Church Room.
Please do come and join us for
what will be a very special seasonal
event which will celebrate and
remember family, friends and even
special pets who are away or no
longer with us.
The event will start at 4pm around
the tree with hand bells rung by
the Cropredy Bell Ringers. The Mill
Town Singers will also sing
seasonal carols and songs and the
village children will delight us by
lighting the tree and singing a carol
too! Mulled wine and delicious
treats will be served in the Church
Room afterwards.
Golden stars to adorn Claydon’s
Christmas tree with your loved
ones names on them will again be
made in advance of the event.
Please let me know as soon as
possible how many you would like
and the name and (short) message
to be written on each star .
You can either call me on 690155,
drop a note through the door at 5
Bignolds Close, or email me on
lisa.pilkington@rbi.co.uk A few stars
will be available on the day, but I
recommend getting them made in
advance.
Courier --

As in previous years, we are asking
for a donation of £3 per star. All
proceeds will split 50:50 between
Claydon’s St James the Great
Church and this year’s designated
charity, Banbury’s own Dogs for
the Disabled.
Finally, as all proceeds go to charity
we would really appreciate any
generous donations you can make
of either red wine and/or homemade cakes to be sold on the day.
Please feel free to contact me for
any further information. I look
forward to seeing you there!

Lisa Simmons

CLAYDON CHRISTMAS
EVENT 2009
Sunday 6 December
Churchyard/Church Room
3.30pm Hot drinks and festive
cakes served in the Church Room
4pm Cropredy Bell Ringers
welcome villagers to Churchyard
4.10pm Mill Town Singers lead
Christmas songs
4.25pm Tree lighting
4.30pm Remembrance ceremony:
reading of names on stars
4.35pm Remembrance thoughts
4.40pm Carol singing by all
4.40-5.15pm Refreshments in
Church Room

November 2009
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Bernard North Remembered
Manor Park resident Bernard North
was an active figure in the village.
Here we present a tribute to his life
and the time he spent in Claydon to
mark the first anniversary of his
death on December 7.
Bernard Walter North was born in
1922 in Bush Hill Park in Enfield,
North London. He was an only
child, although he had a little sister
who sadly passed away in infancy.
Bernard met Betty, his wife to be,
at Betty’s brother’s wedding to
Bernard’s cousin. It was 1940, and
Betty was 15, while Bernard was
two years her senior.
After a year the young couple got
engaged. World War II was raging
and the 19-year old Bernard had
joined the Air Force as a signal
operator. Unfortunately, the
wedding had to be postponed twice
because the young soldier could
not get leave. However, in 1943 the
pair were married and embarked
on their life together.
Bernard always enjoyed singing
and had a lovely baritone voice.
While in the Forces he became a
member of the concert party and
put on performances for the troops.
Betty and Bernard shared a love of
music and both joined the Enfield
Operatic Society and latterly the
Banbury Operatic Society.
Courier --

During his time in the Air Force,
Bernard fought in France and
Germany, before leaving in 1946.
While away in service, Bernard and
Betty’s eldest son Michael was
born and it was six months before
Bernard could hold his son in his
arms for the very first time.
Two more dear children followed:
son Stuart and daughter Lesley.
After leaving the military, Bernard
went back to his former employer
Polish manufacturer Polak &
Schwarz in Enfield, which had kept
his job open, mixing perfumes,
essences and colours for the large
perfume houses of the day. He
would often come home smelling of
his work which was no bad thing!
But it was the police force where
Bernard spent most of his career.
He always wanted to be a
policeman and ended up spending
25 years in the force in Cheshunt,
Hertfordshire. He loved his job and
rose to the position of sergeant.
He retired from the police in 1972.
It was then that Bernard and Betty
decided to leave London for a life
in the countryside. They moved to
Claydon in May 1973 to the house
where Betty still lives, in Manor
Park.
The houses along the street were
still being built at the time. They

November 2009
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wanted a big garden for their
Labrador and the detached house
with lovely views across fields and
countryside was perfect.
The children had grown up by this
time and remained in London.
Bernard began work again, in a
solicitor’s office in Leamington Spa,
before retiring once more, this time
aged 65.

house after an amalgam of their
own names Betburn.
Betty and Bernard were able to
celebrate their 65th wedding
anniversary last year with their
family around them.

Bernard became an active member
of the village and was a member of
the Parish Council for 11 years. He
was first elected in May 1976 and
became Chairman in May 1977, a
post he held for eight years - before
handing over the reigns to current
chairman David Hill.
When Bernard first joined the
Parish Council it was in the era
when Andrew Fox, Guy Wilsden
and Eric Bates were all members of
the Council. He was very involved
in negotiating the original lease for
Claydon’s playing field.
He and Betty were together
responsible for producing the first
village newsletter in January 1977,
which was produced quarterly. He
retained a keen interest in village
news throughout his time in
Claydon and loved reading the
Courier, says Betty.
Bernard and Betty were married
for 65 years and were a true
partnership, even calling their
Courier --

But his health was deteriorating
and sadly Bernard passed away in
December last year at the Horton
Hospital.
Bernard will always be
remembered fondly by everyone
who knew him for being a very
keen joker and a good storyteller.
He adored his family and loved
spending time with his four
grandchildren Joanne, Alison,
Trevor and Thomas.

November 2009
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This month’s Courier is kindly sponsored by

Quality Indian Cuisine
Why not try Banbury’s newest Indian Restaurant and
Takeaway? We are only 10 minutes drive from Claydon.

We serve the finest Indian Cuisine using the freshest
ingredients.
Come and join us for a True Taste of India.
Banquet Night every Thursday £11.95 per head
Sunday Buffet 12.30pm to 6pm only £9.95 per head.
Children under 5 eat for Free!
Five Course Christmas Day Lunch only £26.95 per head

Takeaway available at 10% off menu prices.
Call us on

or

Or come and visit us at
k
Bo o

n ow

for

sm a
or s
e
g
Lar group

Free parking

We look forward to welcoming you soon.
Courier
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CHURCH CLOCKWINDERS KEEP VILLAGE TICKING
A team of 8 people (plus one
Labrador!) kindly give up a few
minutes of their time each week
(on a rota basis) to lovingly care
for and wind the St James the Great
Church bell chiming mechanism.
Villagers may have noticed
recently that the bells have been
chiming at times other than on the
hour. A large percentage of this
could be attributed to the age of
the winding mechanism, which
isn’t bad for a mechanism dated
approximately from 1609, or even
older!!
Members of the team are currently
looking into options to make
themselves redundant from
winding duties by the

Ch
urc

hi
nC
automation of the chiming
ris
is
mechanism. This is still at a very
early stage and while investigations
take place, the team will continue
to perform their duties.

If anybody is interested in assisting
with the preservation of this old
treasure for future generations,
please email me at
Paul.Gallagher@hotmail.com or call
me on 690119.

Paul Gallagher

DID YOU KNOW?...
Previous clockwinders have given
impressive lengths of service: Eric
Bates put in 30 years and Les Fox
recently retired after 50 years!
Church News
Thanks to them both.

proudly sponso
red by

Richard &
Co m p a n y

Clockwinding Crew (from l - r): Vicky & Mike Smith, Margaret Atkins, Paul &
Marion Hills, Louise Bryer, Emma & Paul Gallagher (and Murphy!)
Courier --
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Courier Contact
From A Concerned Villager (Name & Address supplied)
I have concerns over the school bus and where it is waiting for the
children. It is pulling up at the junction outside the church so that you
don’t have a clear view of the road. When I am going to work I have to go
alongside of it and any car coming down the road to turn at the church
cannot see if anything is there. I have almost been hit by another car in
the morning because of this. Can we look at this to see if things can be
made safer?

WE’VE BEEN GOOGLED!
Villagers who were
concerned by a
strange-looking black
car patrolling the
village at the end of
October shouldn’t be
too concerned. It was
one of 30,000 vehicles The car in
Claydon on
operated across
29 October
Europe by internet
company Google.

Close-up of the
cameras

Each car is fitted with 9 stills
cameras and takes images for
street mapping and sat nav
purposes. Any sensitive details
(faces, car number plates, etc)
should be blurred before going
online, but you can request items
be removed.

What the cameras see...

It will take a while before the
pictures of Claydon are online
though - processing takes up to 18
months!
For more details visit:
http:/maps.google.com/help/maps/
streetview/faq.html

C
Courier --

Are you in the market for...

MORE MONEY, MORE FREE TIME
or BOTH ?

Look no further!
If you knew that it was possible to earn extra
income and retire faster than you had planned,
wouldn’t you like to find out more?
Call the 24hr information hotline NOW on 0208 955 5678

To find out more about this unique
business opportunity call
VERONICA PURDEY on 01295 690981

November 2009
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GIVE BATTERY CHICKENS A GOOD HOME
I first became interested in chicken
welfare after watching celebrity
chefs Jamie Oliver and Hugh
Fearnley-Whittingstall’s TV
campaigns on battery hens and
intensive factory farming. To be
honest, it shocked me!
My friend had recently re-homed
some ex-battery hens. After visiting
her, I felt a huge tug on the heart
strings.. and after some persuasive
discussions with my husband, we
were on the waiting list to re-home
four hens!
We now have 12! They are
addictive... and I wouldn’t be
without them. They each have
individual personalities and love
your company, they make great
pets. They follow you around the
garden scratching out the bugs and
worms (great pesticide
alternative), however a few plants
do suffer along the way.
There is a feel good factor in seeing
them develop so quickly after the
battery. They have never seen
natural daylight, eaten grass, or
scratched the ground before. And
after just 1 day of shell shock (!)
they are strutting around the
garden finding their first worm,
pecking at the grass and behaving
as a chicken should. Mind you,
after having had no human contact
when you first let them out, trying
to round them up may take a while!
Courier --

Don’t be put off if you have other
pets – our hens are living
harmoniously with the dog and
cats.
They don’t need much space to live
a happy life in your garden: just
food and water (all major pet shops
now stock chicken feed), a warm
house and they love table scraps
(rice, pasta, vegetable peelings).
The eggs they produce are, of
course, an added incentive!
For more information on rescuing a
hen from her miserable life, visit
www.bhwt.org.uk

Emma Gallagher
Next time: How to prepare your
garden for chickens

A recently arrived sorry-looking hen
(front) soon becomes a normal, healthy
hen (back)

November 2009
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LOCAL HOUSEKEEPER
AVAILABLE
I HAVE OVER 25 YEARS
EXPERIENCE OF HOUSEKEEPING
DUTIES WITHIN HOTELS AND
PRIVATE HOMES,
INCLUDING CLEANING, COOKING &
LAUNDRY.
I HAVE A FULL, CLEAN DRIVING
LICENCE, LOVE ANIMALS, AND CAN
PROVIDE EXCELLENT
REFERENCES.
IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A DAILY
PERSON, PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL.

CAROL - 07788 943148

ANIMAL FACTS:
MUNTJAC DEER
The Muntjac is no bigger than a
large dog. Its other name is Barking
Deer as it has a bark like a dog.
Curved tusks like upper canine
teeth protrude from the buck’s
mouth.
Muntjac
frequent
woods with
brambles and
undergrowth.
They are
susceptible to
hard winters.
Antlers are
not shed at
any definite
time of year, though rutting occurs
in the winter.
Half of the fawns are born in the
late summer and autumn.

Anne Hoggins

GREEN BIN
Fri 27 November
Fri 11 December
Fri 18 December
BLUE & BROWN BINS
Fri 20 November
Fri 4 December
Fri 18 December
Courier --
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Joint Collection

BIN COLLECTIONS:
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2009
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Village Diary

November/December 2009

Wednesday 18 November
Jubilee Group Coffee Morning
Church Room, 10.30am - Midday
Saturday 21 November
Village Curry Night/Late Lounge
Church Room, 7pm - late [See page 5 for more details]
Monday 23 November
Heating Oil For Less Oil Order placed
[To join HOFL and/or place an order call Paul on 690119]

Tuesday 24 November
Mobile Library visits
Corner Church Lane/Main Street, 12.40pm - 12.55pm
Wednesday 25 November
Barn Farm Plants Charity Evening
Upper Wardington, 6.30pm - 8.30pm [See page 5 for more details]
Wednesday 2 December
Beetle Drive
Church Room, 2.30pm - 4pm
Saturday 5 December
Farnborough Arts & Crafts Market
Farnborough Village Hall, 10am - 3pm [See page 4 for more details]
Sunday 6 December
Claydon Tree Lighting/Remembrance Event
Churchyard/Church Room, 3.30pm onwards [See page 7 for more details]
Tuesday 8 December
Mobile Library visits
Corner Church Lane/Main Street, 12.40pm - 12.55pm
Thursday 10 December
Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch
The Bell Inn, Great Bourton, 1pm [See page 4 for more details]
Wednesday evenings in term time Claydon Art Group, Church Room, Contact Kath on 690392

If you would like an item included in Village Diary
please pass on details to any member of the Courier team (see p16)

.
Weekly Church Services at St. James
the Great Church, Claydon
22 November: 10am Family
6 December: 8.30am Holy Communion
Service
13 December: 10am Christingle
29 November: 9.30am Breakfast
Service
Service
Wednesday mornings: 10am Holy Communion
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True Spirit
Claydon is a small village without a
shop, Post Office or pub, but it’s got
a lot more than most villages,
towns or even cities: a village
community spirit.
Claydon has got a church, playing
field, painting group, church room,
coffee morning, suppers and of
course the Courier. For all of
these there are various committees
who fundraise for the village.
Let’s help them and try to use these
facilities and to keep them going. C

Claydon Bus Service Reminder
Route 277
Operated by Stagecoach
Tel (01865) 772250

Mondays to Saturdays (not public holidays)

From Claydon

Claydon Church Dep 10:02
Banbury Bus Station Arr 10:23
To Claydon (*)

Banbury Dep 11:50
Claydon Arr 12:07

14:00
14:17

(*) Passengers must request Claydon stop from the driver

The Courier is brought to you each month by:
Anne Hoggins (690675)
David Wicks (690267)
Karen Jackson (690015)
Kate Wicks (690267)
Lisa Simmons (690155)

Mark Simmons (690155)
Paul Gallagher (690119)
Russ Jackson (690015)
Tim Cozze-Young (690139)
Vicky Smith (690192)

Claydon & Clattercote Courier
Be part of your Courier! We welcome
all contributions & will always try to
publish material received.
Drop contributions in to 5 Bignolds
Close, (tel 690155), email them to
courier@claydonvillage.net or pass them
on to a member of the Courier team.
We retain the right to edit or reduce
content to fit the space available.

Advertising/Sponsorship
The Courier is totally self-funded
and relies on the support of local
individuals and businesses.
To make a donation, take out
sponsorship or place an advert,
please contact Paul Gallagher on
690119 or talk to any of the team.

Deadline for the next issue is December 1.

