Claydon

&

Clattercote

Courier

DECEMBER 2009

CLAYDON CHRISTMAS EVENT GOES INDOORS
Claydon’s third
annual Christmas
Remembrance and
Tree Lighting event
took place on the
afternoon of Sunday
6 December.
Around 50 villagers
turned out and
children were
thrilled by a visit
from Santa, who
handed out goodies
in the Church Room.
Children sang in
front of the Christmas Tree before
it magically lit up, revealing gold
stars, each with the name of one or
more loved ones. A donation was
made for each of the 50 stars,
which will remain on the tree into
January. The tree will be lit every
evening until Twelfth Night and
also for 2 hours each morning to
provide early morning cheer!
Following villager feedback, the
main part of this year’s event was
held in the relative warmth of the
Church, starting with Christmas
music played by the Cropredy Bell
Ringers. A short remembrance
ceremony followed, when the
names on the stars were read out

by event organiser
Lisa Simmons. Rvd
Pat Freeth continued
with a reading, before
the Mill Town Singers
performed a medley
of festive songs.
Mulled wine and
home-made cakes
were served in the
Church Room before
and after.
Thanks to all those
who worked so hard
to make the event
possible. Around £400 was raised
for Dogs for the Disabled and St.
James’s Church Restoration Fund.
Thanks to generous match funding
from Bibby Financial Services
Community Fund the total amount
to be shared by the two charities is
likely to total £800!
C

More - see pages 8 & 9 >>>

In this issue...
·

Claydon locks locked

·

Gig in the Church:
January date confirmed

·

New Year walks

·

Curry Night & Late Lounge
fills Church Room

POWERFUL EXIT
After 14 enjoyable years in
Claydon, Viv and Alan Power
(pictured) from Manor Park have
returned to Warwick to live. We
wish them all the best and hope to
see them in the village soon.
C

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS...
Barn Farm Plants
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Smith & Ronaldson

Upper Wardington, Banbury, Oxon

www.barnfarmplants.co.uk

Open 7 days a week

Builders
Specialists in stonework, extensions and
loft conversions
01295 690559
01327 261590

01295 758080

Southam Road
Farnborough
Banbury
01295 690479
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
TUES to SAT 10:00am - 5:30pm
SUNDAY 10:30am - 4:30pm

WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN
WON’T COST THE EARTH

(Mid Oct-Feb Tues-Sat 9:00-4:30)

Tobin

Jones
THE

LETTING

Property
AGENTS

Letting your property?
We offer a range of services including:

Julian Aldred

Full Management
The Letting Service
TFI and
Inventory Services

Electrician
T (01295) 750749
E julian@ja-electrics.co.uk

“Letting more properties to better tenants at better rents”
Tel: (01869) 248254

Fax: (01869) 253394

www.tobinjones.com

Your Local Carpenter
Cropredy (next to the Spar & Post Office)

Your

gift shop - Open every day

Presents for everyone: cards, gift wrap,
jewellery, candles & more...
Great gifts at prices to suit all pockets

Quality
Indian
Cuisine
Takeaway available at 10% off menu prices

(

or

M.C. CARPENTRY
For all Carpentry & Joinery Services Domestic and
Commercial
For a Professional and Affordable Service
Call Matthew Clark on:
01295 690340
07814 891226
Email - mc_carpentry@yahoo.co.uk

The Courier is completely
self-funded.
To become a sponsor please call
Paul Gallagher on (01295) 690119

Please mention the Courier when dealing with our sponsors. Thanks!

NEW PLANNING
APPLICATION

REMEMBRANCE DAY
WREATHS LAID

Between the last issue of the
Courier appearing and this issue
going to print villagers had 21 days
to respond to Cherwell District
Council on a planning application
for a change of use at the Astell
Farm site on Main Street at the
bottom of the village.

Wreaths were laid in the churchyard on Remembrance Sunday
(November 8) by Anne Hoggins
and Clive Mutch on behalf of,
respectively, the Parish Council
and the Royal British Legion.
George Ennis led the service.
Anne Hoggins would like to thank
all villagers who donated to this
year’s Poppy Appeal and raised an
excellent total of £304.61.
C

Landowner Geoff Wheeler of
Cropredy is seeking consent for use
of the existing building to house a
marquee hire company, which will
store professionally erected
marquees on the premises.
The planning application also asks
for the land to be returned to its
existing use (as an agricultural
contractor’s yard) if the marquee
business no longer operates.
Villagers and the Parish Council
were considering the application as
the Courier went to press.
C

CLAYDON LOCKS LOCKED
Regular walkers will have noticed the
stoppage on the Oxford Canal that started on
2 November and is due to continue to 18
December.
British Waterways is carrying out repairs to
four of Claydon’s five locks, including the
replacement of the whole top gate of Lock 19
(Middle Lock).
The drainage of the locks offered a rare view
of the workings of these key parts of the
canal.

Mark Simmons
Courier --
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CHURCH CHANCE
OF £100 IS BACK
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Following the success of the
Chance of £100 draw in June for
Claydon’s St James The Great
Church (which raised £335) we
have decided to initiate a second
draw. This will take place on
Sunday 20 December after the
Christmas Carol Service and over
the next few weeks a Collector will
ask if you wish to participate. The
draw entry is as before £5 per
number and first prize is £100. If
you would rather just make a gift
aided donation (so you and the
Church can claim tax relief) instead
of entering the draw please ask
your Collector for a form when
making the donation. Claydon’s
church and church room is one of
the few centre points we as a
village can enjoy and we don’t want
to lose the use of this beautiful and
historic building.
Thank you, in advance, for your
support.

Mike Smith

GIG IN THE CHURCH DIRTY VOICE RETURNS!
Fresh from their success in the
Surface Unsigned Competition,
local band Dirty Voice have agreed
to perform a second gig at St.
James The Great Church, Claydon,
with proceeds of the event
generously being donated to
church funds.
The gig will take place on
Saturday 16 January, 8 - 11pm.

There will be a licenced bar with
food and snacks, and tickets will
soon be available to purchase.
Please mark the date in your diary
to support both your village
church and local band. More info
at: www.myspace.com/dirtyvoice

C

UPCOMING ST. JAMES EVENTS
In addition to the above activities, please look out for
the following events in the early part of 2010:

Church News
proudly sponso
red by

Richard &
Co m p a n y

Bingo Night - Friday 29 January
Birds of Prey Evening with Fir Tree Falconry - Friday 26 February
Games Evening with Ploughman's Supper - Saturday 27 March

Heart-felt thanks to all supporters of St.James’s fund-raising activities in
2009, the result of which is that the Share payments were met for 2009.

Claydon Parochial Church Council
Courier --
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CHURCH ROOM TRANSFORMED FOR
CLAYDON CURRY NIGHT & LATE LOUNGE
The church room was transformed
into an Indian restaurant for the
evening on Saturday 21 November.
The Courier teamed up with
Purple Mango Indian restaurant at
Hanwell Fields to bring authentic
Indian cuisine to our doorsteps.

experience and lucky winners went
home with a Christmas hamper,
bottles of wine and other goodies.
A huge thank you to all those who
supported the raffle.
The church room then transformed
again into ‘the late lounge’ - an

The church room was inviting with
fairy lights, candles and images of
India conjuring up a welcoming
atmosphere. The Courier team,
dressed in saris, served mango
chutney and poppadoms to start,
followed by a choice of lamb
bhuna, chicken tikka and vegetable
korma for the main course. The
main courses were accompanied
by a side dish, naan bread and
pilau rice. All this for a bargain £10
per head.

attractive bar setting, and villagers
joined diners who enjoyed a
relaxed evening. Villagers and
neighbours chatted over a few
drinks and nibbles. The well
stocked bar proved very popular,
in particular the Irish Mist whisky
liqueur!

Over 30 diners joined in the fun
and the feedback about the food,
drink and atmosphere was very
positive. A raffle ended the dining

Thank you to all villagers and their
families who supported us, as well
as Purple Mango restaurant.

Courier --

The night raised over £100 to
enable us to continue to bring you
the Courier every month, free
of charge.

December 2009

Vicky Smith
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This month’s Courier is kindly sponsored by
Martin Broughton Electricians, Claydon
NEW WALKS FOR THE NEW YEAR
Do you fancy burning off some of the extra calories from the festive
season and enjoying the local countryside at the same time? Yes? Then
why not come and join the informal walking group that’s run from
Cropredy by David Hawkins (01295 758228) and friends. Walks for early
next year include...
Date

Route

Distance

Depart

Additional Info

Jan 1

Mollington,
Shotteswell Brook
and Great Bourton

6 miles

11:00am
Cup and
Saucer

Light lunch at The Bell pub. Contact
David to confirm to allow for
catering at the pub.

Jan 12

Wardington and
return

4 miles

10:00am
Cropredy Lock

Jan 26

Fawsley & Badby
area
[Leader: Dick Dean]

6.75 miles

9:30am
23 Kyetts
Corner

Feb 9

Little Bourton via
canal

5.5 miles

10:00am
Cropredy Lock

Feb 23

Farnborough and
Northend
[Leader: Dick Dean]

7.25 miles

9:30am
23 Kyetts
Corner

Please bring own lunch. Contact
David to confirm as some car space
may be available.

Please bring own lunch. Contact
David to confirm as some car space
may be available.

FESTIVE FUEL ORDERS COMING UP
It looks like the cold weather has
finally arrived and is here to stay
for a while. I, like most of you I
guess, have turned up the central
heating and AGA to keep the house
warm and cosy.
With that in mind, the scheduled
order dates for the coming two
months for the community oil
scheme Heating Oil For Less are:
· 21 December 2009 [delivery to
be requested before Christmas]
· 25 January 2010

If you wish to order oil on either of
these dates, or for more details of
HOFL, please contact me on (01295)
690119.
HOFL placed its 11th order on the
23 November with the negotiated
price being an amazing low 33.35p
a litre! A saving of almost 5p per
litre was made against a snapshot
of the average price on the day.
Individual savings ranged from
£25 (for 500 litres) to almost £100
(for 2,000 litres).

Paul Gallagher
Courier --
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Courier Contact
From Bethan Reeves, Bignolds Close
I’d like to say a big thank you to all those who contribute to the upkeep of
the Claydon playground. Every so often I catch a glimpse of someone
mowing, repairing or improving the park and I realise there are many
unseen hours of work that go into keeping it a safe and fun place for the
children. I’m sure I express other Claydon (and surrounding villages)
parents’ thoughts when I say thank you. It’s much appreciated by us and
even more so by the children.
From Claydon Playing Field Committee
We are glad that villagers have been appreciating the well-maintained
state of the playing field in recent months. This has been due to a new
contractor doing consistent fortnightly cuts in the summer, and all
comments received have been positive about his work.
Now that the field is in better shape for all to enjoy, we have a request to
all dog owners using the field. Please can you ensure that your dog’s
mess is properly disposed of by double-bagging and placing in the
playing field bin.
Also, as not all villagers are confident with our canine friends, please can
dog owners consider others when their dogs become over-excited and
confront strangers. This way we can all enjoy the benefits that the field

LOOSE COVERS, ROMAN BLINDS
CURTAINS AND CUSHIONS.
All made using your own choice of
fabrics.
Contact Mandy Ward
on 01295 690474 or 07960 898599
Join the UTILITY WAREHOUSE
DISCOUNT CLUB
SAVE TIME
SAVE MONEY
Save 5% on all your petrol* and household shopping!

Call VERONICA PURDEY,
Authorised Distributor for the Utility
Warehouse on 01295 690981

COURIER EXTRA
Sometimes there is not enough
room in the printed issue of the
Courier to publish everything
we’d like to. When possible
expanded articles are published on
the village website, as well as
additional event photographs.
The latest additions are a full
profile of our vicar Pat Freeth and
an expanded life and times of
Minky the Cat. Go to the Courier
page at www.claydonvillage.net

C

* to receive 5% CashBack on fuel at Sainsbury’s, you must have spent at
least £50 in a single transaction online or in store in the previous 14 days.

Courier --
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CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE &

Courier --
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TREE LIGHTING EVENT 2009
Remembrance Stars 2009
Denise Mackenzie
Ivor Gibbard
Mike Pilkington
Florrie Gibbard
Dorothy Matthews
Beryl & Ed Cook
Bernard North
Lucy Collinson
Sam Cozze
Thomas Collinson
Guy Wilsdon
Grandad Mac
Ruth
Nanny Ena
Sarah Sylvia
Lily Lucy Baker
Thomas
Glenn Ealing
Colin
Stuart Ealing
Charles Marsden
Anne Massey
Harry (Bamber) Jinks
Pat Jones
Philippa
Uncle Charlie
Minky
Nana James
Jock Kearney
Nita Phillips
Nancy Read
Hilda May Taylor
Tudor Jones
Jack Hampson
Joan & Peter Wicks
Honora Hampson
Irene & Stan Taylor
Elsie
Paul Stanbra
Mary
Michael Merchant
Kas
Chas Hunt
Angus
Mark Skelton
Helmut
Don Paxton

A Big Thank You to:
Anne Hoggins
Bibby Financial Services Community Fund

Cropredy Bell Ringers
Diana Lambert
Emma Clifford
Eric Bates
John & Louise Bryer
Kate & David Wicks
Courier --

Maureen Cozze
Mill Town Singers
Purple Mango
Rvd Pat Freeth
Sue & Michael O’Donovan
Terri Jones
Tim & Julie Cozze-Young
Vicky & Mike Smith

December 2009
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DID YOU KNOW?...

There used to be a shop at 15
Manor Park run by Mumford’s
butchers. It closed around 20
years ago. This view in June
1986 was taken during the
Claydon Festival of that year.

Do you want to lose weight and/or gain energy?
The Zest4Life programme is a balanced very do-able and tasty low GL diet put
together by a leading nutritionist called Patrick Holford.
In recent trials it was not only shown to help lose weight in 100% of those who
took part, but the diet also increased energy levels, removed
cravings, cleared up skin, improved mood and concentration, shinier hair and
lowered the (bad) cholesterol, lowered blood pressure and improved blood sugar
balance thus helping diabetics....to name but a few of the health benefits you too
could enjoy!
It is very safe and it’s also good fun being part of a group.
Each week you are weighed and there is a different seminar on a wellbeing topic. You complete food diaries which are looked at by a nutritional
therapist and you learn about nutrition, you are guided through a week by week
programme and given loads of menus and ideas.
What better Christmas present to yourself AND New Year’s Resolution!
If you are interested please call
on
or email
The Zest4Life programmes will start in January the w/c 11th January.
The cost is £180.00 for the full term (£7.50 per hour) OR £99 for 6 weeks; and the price
includes 3 supporting books, plus a one on one coaching session (full term only).
Courier --
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Claydon Walks
6. Winter Warmer
In the sixth of a series of occasional features, Tim Cozze-Young describes a
walk of between one and two hours along country lanes and through
fields to the south-west of Claydon.
Starting from the Claydon sign near the playing field, walk down
Appletree Road, over the canal bridge, then over the stile by the metal
farm gate immediately to your right.
Follow the footpath diagonally across the field (directed by the yellow
arrow/white discs and white arrow/green discs), across the small bridge
over the brook, along the right-hand edges of two fields, then through a
gap in-between high hedges.
Stay on this footpath for around 30 metres to an intersection of paths.
Turn right and follow this bridleway route along the right-and edge of one
field, across a bridge over the brook, then straight along the left-hand
fenced then hedged edge of a second field, through the gateway in the far
corner.
Follow the track across a canal bridge and up to the main ClaydonCropredy Road. Through the gate, turn right and follow the road back to
Claydon.

Courier --
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING NOTES - NOVEMBER 2009
The last Parish Council meeting of
2009 took place on 10 November,
with an impressive village turnout
of 23. District councillor Ken Atack
was also present. The main points
raised were:
Neighbourhood Watch – Regional
Coordinator Debbie Tonks gave a
short presentation as part of a
programme to revamp village
schemes which have seen little
activity. Debbie suggested that
villagers should remain vigilant, go
on their gut instincts and
communicate any concerns to other
villagers or the Police, as
appropriate.
A Crime Reduction Advisor, Jane
Taylor, will visit individual homes,
if required, and help can be given
invisibly marking valuables with
postcodes. Villagers interested in
revamping the Claydon scheme can
contact Debbie on (01295) 754611.
Allotments – Three allotments
were due to become available
during November and the Parish
Council will allocate these to the
three households within the village
currently on the waiting list. Two
others householders from outside
the village remain on the list.

Council Finances – The Parish
Council is still seeking an internal
auditor from the village, although
an auditor from elsewhere has
been identified to fill the vacancy if
a local person cannot be found.
Applicants should contact Parish
Clerk Sue Upton on (01295) 758398.
Claydon Art Group – The Parish
Council turned down a grant
request for £150.
Proposed telecoms mast – The
Parish Council will not object to a
proposal for a telecoms mast
outside the district, although it may
be visible from some parts of
Claydon.
Land near Otter Hollow – A
planning application, opposed by
he Parish Council, has been
withdrawn. Planning contravention
orders have been issued on three
other sites nearby.
Next Parish Council meeting:
Tuesday 12 January 2010, Church
Room, 7.30pm. All welcome.
C

Blue Brick Path - Work to clear
the very overgrown and muddy
path in the centre of the village was
finally due to start by the end of
November.
Courier --
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Green Fingers
At last a bit of cold weather. Not
enough to reduce the slug and snail
population, but a start. Dahlias are
in and dried. Tall thin leaved plants
such as Cordaline have been
strapped up to help protect them
from the cold winds.
One of the winter jobs I enjoy is
digging in the compost from last
year. Kitchen and garden wastes
have happily sat in the bins doing
their thing and now it’s time to get
it into the garden.
Good compost, mixed with the
Claydon clay has helped produce a
wonderful summer vegetable crop
for the family and certainly
bolstered many of the perennials in
the garden. It’s easy to think that at
the moment the clay is cold, wet
and sticky, but it’s worth
remembering that clay retains
more nutrients and if worked well
will produce higher yields than
many other soil types.
December – If it’s mild during
December and into January dig the
borders and plots over. In the
Claydon area this helps keep the
heavy, cold clay open.
I’ve found that by digging borders
over a few times a year it helps
keep the clay slightly more
manageable, less water logged and
helps let any warm air to circulate
in the top few inches which can
Courier --

mean slightly earlier germination
or root movement. Don’t dig if the
ground is soaked, as this will only
compact the ground, or dig if the
ground is frozen/very cold.
January – Continue digging in
composts. There are two main jobs
for January (not including keeping
resolutions):pruning and
hardwood cuttings. Hardwood
cuttings this month as you’re quite
sure the plants are going to be
dormant.
Slop ing cut
just above
the top b uds

Make sure
the stem is
the right
way up.
(Buds point
up)

Select healthy,
straight woody
shoots about 8” –
10” long from
large shrubs and
trees or 2” – 4”
from smaller
plants. Remove
all the leaves.

Make your
cuttings just
b elow the
above and just
b ottom buds
below buds.
Make the top cut at an angle and
the bottom cut straight and remove
a little of the bark from the bottom
of your cutting. Dip in hormone
rooting powder and carefully insert
up to the top buds around the edge
of a medium pot of free draining
compost/soil at about 2” apart.
Flat cut just

December 2009

Merry Christmas!
David Wicks
--
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Are you in the market for...

MORE MONEY, MORE FREE TIME
or BOTH ?

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Turkey, Leek and Ham Stew

Look no further!
If you knew that it was possible to earn extra
income and retire faster than you had planned,
wouldn’t you like to find out more?
Call the 24hr information hotline NOW on 0208 955 5678

To find out more about this unique
business opportunity call
VERONICA PURDEY on 01295 690981

LOCAL HOUSEKEEPER
AVAILABLE
I HAVE OVER 25 YEARS
EXPERIENCE OF HOUSEKEEPING
DUTIES WITHIN HOTELS AND
PRIVATE HOMES,
INCLUDING CLEANING, COOKING &
LAUNDRY.
I HAVE A FULL, CLEAN DRIVING
LICENCE, LOVE ANIMALS, AND CAN
PROVIDE EXCELLENT
REFERENCES.
IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A DAILY
PERSON, PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL.

CAROL - 07788 943148

Ingredients:
200g cooked diced ham
Chopped cooked turkey
2 leeks
1 bottle white wine
2 pints double cream
Thyme
Method:
Chop the leeks and gently fry in a
little oil until tender. Meanwhile,
add the wine to a saucepan with a
handful of thyme and reduce on a
high heat until a syrup remains.
Then add the cream.
Add the leeks and cooked meats to
the sauce and simmer for 10 mins.
Season to taste.

GREEN BIN
Fri 18 December
Thu 31 December
Fri 8 January
BLUE & BROWN BINS
Fri 18 December
Sat 2 January
Fri 15 January

Joint Collection

BIN COLLECTIONS:
DECEMBER 09/JANUARY 10

Courier --

Supplied by Sam Hoggins, Hyltons at the
Moon & Sixpence, Hanwell, Telephone
(01295) 730544
December 2009
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Village Diary

December 2009/January 2010
Wednesday 16 December
Jubilee Group Coffee Morning
Church Room, 10.30am - Midday
Monday 21 December
Heating Oil For Less Oil Order placed
[To join HOFL and/or place an order call Paul on 690119]
Tuesday 22 December
Mobile Library visits
Corner Church Lane/Main Street, 12.40pm - 12.55pm

2010
Tuesday 5 January
Mobile Library visits
Corner Church Lane/Main Street, 12.40pm - 12.55pm
Wednesday 6 January
Beetle Drive
Church Room, 2.30pm - 4pm
Tuesday 12 January
Parish Council Meeting
Church Room, 7.30pm [All villagers welcome]
Saturday 16 January
Gig in the Church - Dirty Voice
Church/Church Room, 8pm - 11pm [See p.4 for more details]
Friday 29 January
Village Bingo Night
Church Room, 7.30pm [More details next month]
Wednesday evenings in term time Claydon Art Group, Church Room, Contact Kath on 690392

If you would like an item included in Village Diary
please pass on details to any member of the Courier team (see p16)

.
Weekly Church Services at St. James
the Great Church, Claydon
20 December: 6pm Carol Service 3 January: 9.30am Holy Communion
24 December: 4pm Crib Service
10 January: 8.30am Holy
25 December: 9.30am Holy
Communion
Communion
Wednesday mornings: 10am Holy Communion

December
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Back Page
Season’s Greetings

Christmas is a time to celebrate the positive things in life and here in
Claydon we have much to be thankful for. Whatever your beliefs and
outlook on life, we wish you a happy and peaceful festive season and that
your hopes for 2010 are fulfilled.

The Courier Team

Claydon & Clattercote Courier
Be part of your Courier! We welcome
all contributions & will always try to
publish material received.
Drop contributions in to 5 Bignolds
Close, (tel 690155), email them to
courier@claydonvillage.net or pass them
on to a member of the Courier team.
We retain the right to edit or reduce
content to fit the space available.

Advertising/Sponsorship
The Courier is totally self-funded
and relies on the support of local
individuals and businesses.
To make a donation, take out
sponsorship or place an advert,
please contact Paul Gallagher on
690119 or talk to any of the team.

Deadline for the next issue is 1 January 2010.

