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CLAYDON CHURCH HOSTS SPECIAL SERVICE AS
VICAR IS SWORN IN AS AREA DEAN
Claydon’s vicar, Rev Pat Freeth, was
sworn in as Area Dean of
Deddington Deanery at a special
service at St James the Great
Church on the evening of 28 April.

provided by the Parochial Church
Council. The Bishop also stayed on
and was interested to meet villagers
and find out more about life in one
of the furthest corners of the
Deanery.
Extract from the service:

Right Rev Colin Fletcher and Rev Pat
Freeth in St James at the special service,
flanked by churchwardens Keith
Hamilton (l) and Michael O’Donovan (r)

The service was conducted by the
Bishop of Dorchester, Right Rev
Colin Fletcher, who appointed Pat
for a five-year term. Pat was able to
choose which of the five churches
in the benefice would host the
service and opted for Claydon in
recognition of the efforts of many
villagers to maintain and improve
the church in recent years.
The Church was full for the service,
with over 50 villagers and visitors
present. Many stayed on afterwards
in the Church Room to congratulate
Pat and enjoy the refreshments

“Brothers and Sisters in Christ of
the Deanery of Deddington,
following upon the completion of
Ben Philips’ term as Area Dean, I
have appointed Pat to succeed him
in that office. It is now my purpose
to commission her in your presence,
and ask you to pray for her, that
she may discharge her office
faithfully and with joy in the Lord.”
Church News
proudly sponsored by

Richard &
Company

C

In this issue...
·

Don Siviter on life down
on the farm at Clattercote

·

Cluster Care AGM

·

Gig in the Church tickets
on sale now

·

Playing Field revamped

MAY/JUNE WALKS
For details of where the informal
walking group that’s run from
Cropredy by David Hawkins will be
going to in the next month, please
call him on (01295) 758228.

C

DID YOU KNOW?...
The Corner Cottage on Main
Street is believed to be the
oldest house in the village.

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS...
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Barn Farm Plants

Smith & Ronaldson

Upper Wardington, Banbury, Oxon

www.barnfarmplants.co.uk

Open 7 days a week

Builders
Specialists in stonework, extensions and
loft conversions
01295 690559
01327 261590

01295 758080

Tobin

Southam Road
Farnborough
Banbury
01295 690479

Property
AGENTS

Letting your property?
Full Management
The Letting Service
TFI and
Inventory Services

TUES to SAT 10:00am - 5:30pm
SUNDAY 10:30am - 4:30pm
(Mid Oct-Feb Tues-Sat 9:00-4:30)

LETTING

We offer a range of services including:

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN
WON’T COST THE EARTH

Jones
THE

“Letting more properties to better tenants at better rents”
Tel: (01869) 248254

Fax: (01869) 253394

www.tobinjones.com

Your Local Carpenter

M.C. CARPENTRY
For all Carpentry & Joinery Services Domestic and
Commercial
For a Professional and Affordable Service
Call Matthew Clark on:

Julian Aldred
Electrician
T (01295) 750749
E julian@ja-electrics.co.uk

01295 690340
07814 891226
Email - mc_carpentry@yahoo.co.uk

Quality
Indian
Cuisine

Cropredy (Post Office now open)

Your

gift shop and Post Office - Open every day

Presents for everyone: cards, gift wrap,
jewellery, candles & more...
Great gifts at prices to suit all pockets

No 2 Hanwell Mews, Hanwell Fields, OX16 1AP

(

or

LOOSE COVERS, ROMAN BLINDS,
CURTAINS AND CUSHIONS
All made using your own choice of fabrics.

Contact Mandy Ward
on 01295 690474 or 07960 898599

www.mandyward.co.uk

07828 129907
sales@cherwellfencing.co.uk
Close Board Specialist, Security Fencing,
Steel Palisade, Bowtop Railing, Tangorail, Gates

Please mention the Courier when dealing with our sponsors. Thanks!

LOCAL PRODUCE
WANTED
We are planning to have a stall
selling local produce and products
at Claydon’s Fun Dog Show on 17
July (see p.5). We would
appreciate any donations of locally
grown fruit and veg, plants, eggs,
home made cakes and preserves.
Please contact me on 690192 if you
are able to donate anything. All
contributions would be gratefully
received. Monies will go to village
causes. Thanks in advance.

Vicky Smith

NEW CLERK NEEDED
Claydon with Clattercote Parish
Council has a vacancy for a Parish
Clerk.
For more details or to apply please
contact David Hill on (01295)
C
690452.

DIRTY VOICE LIVE
AT ST JAMES THE
GREAT CHURCH
Saturday 26 June
8pm-11pm
Bar & hot snacks available
from Church Room from 7pm

Only £5 !!
Tickets available from Julie Williams
(690316) or Terri Jones (690136)
Funds raised shared between the Church
and the band, Dirty Voice

If you are able to donate any CDs,
DVDs or videos that can be sold at
the event, please contact Terri on
690136.

CLUSTER CARE AGM THIS MONTH
The Cluster Care Group will be holding its AGM on Thursday 27 May at
7.30pm in the Sports Pavilion, Williamscote Road, Cropredy. Cluster Care is
a day care centre for the elderly which meets every Tuesday in the Sports
Pavilion, Cropredy. We take our client members from eight local villages
including Claydon. Everyone is welcome at the AGM and if anyone would
like to nominate members for the committee or is interested in joining
Cluster Care as a client member or a volunteer please contact Mrs Hazel
Paxton (01295 738907), Mrs Anne Holdom (01295 758300) or Mrs Moya
Reed (01295 758531).
We should like to thank everyone who came to support our fund raising
evening in Mollington Village Hall on Saturday 24 April. We had a great
evening being entertained by the Fiveways Barber Shop Harmony Group
and Mel Reese who gave us his own amusing views on life. With your help
we raised over £377.

Margaret Atkins
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This month’s Courier is kindly sponsored by
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

Southam Road
Farnborough
Banbury
OX17 1EL

TUES to SAT 10:00am - 5:30pm
SUNDAY 10:30am - 4:30pm
(Mid Oct-Feb Tues-Sat 9:00-4:30)
OPEN BANK HOLIDAY
MONDAYS

(01295) 690479

THE GARDEN LOVER’S GARDEN CENTRE
WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN WON’T COST THE EARTH

The Garden Centre at Farnborough has been in existence for well over 30
years and for much longer than this, as a Horticultural Nursery. The present
owners have developed the Centre gradually over the past 20 years and
hopefully customers, both old and new, have benefited from this.
The Centre is run as a Family concern with large display areas, and has a
policy of stocking not only the more popular shrubs and trees, but also those
of a less common, or more unusual nature not readily available from other,
often larger, Garden Centres.
Unlike many Garden Centres, the Centre here grows an extensive range of
ornamental trees, many of which are available as semi-mature specimens not
widely catered for in many other retail outlets.
If you are hunting for that special Birthday, Anniversary or Wedding gifts for
gardeners, then Farnborough Garden Centre probably has just what you are
looking for.
There are Grand and comical garden ornaments, self-contained water features
and fountains, an extensive range of terracotta, glazed earthenware, timber
and decorative plastic pots and planters, together with bird feeders, bird tables
and indoor or conservatory ornaments and carved timber animals.
The Nursery section also grows for sale a full range of Annual Bedding and
Basket plants in season. Customers’ own tubs and baskets are also planted up
to order.
With the Spring gardening season now in full swing, why not pay a visit to the
Garden Centre where we think you will be pleasantly surprised by the range of
Plants and Gardening requisites available, not to mention the friendliness and
helpful attitude of the staff.
Courier --
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PETE’S PINT - A regular review of local hostelries
The Bell Inn, Great Bourton
Welcome dear readers, on your
behalf I found myself in The Bell. It
was their beer festival weekend, but
I stayed to the norm just for you.
They gave a nice welcome to me
after I had parked in their large car
park, mind you I just may bike there
in the summer. It is a Hook Norton
pub and they had 3 of Hooky’s best
to sup: Hooky Bitter, Hooky Gold and
Old Hooky, at £2.90, £2.90 and £3.00
a pint respectively. It is the first time
they have put up the price of a pint
in a year, good on them.

looks good and well priced, they also
welcome kids but they like them
gone by 8.00pm, but later if you are
with them in the nosh department.
They also insist on no bad language
in the pub, a good thing as I can name
a pub not too far from us that is quite
the opposite. There are a few tables
in the garden area, in the sun at
lunch time, not much later. They are
looking at having a larger festival in
the summer, best of luck to them!
Pete Kearney

They stick to the normal pub
opening times, none of your 12 hour
sessions as it seems that it is only Mr
& Mrs Landlord/lady who do the
pint pulling. Right from the word go
you are made to feel at home, the
place is warm and bright, the food

BALDRY RETURNS AS MP
Tony Baldry (Conservative) was
re-elected as our MP at the general
election on 6 May, having held the
Banbury seat since 1983. He polled
29,703 votes, a 53% share. He can
be contacted on (01295) 673873 or
go to www. tonybaldry.co.uk
Have YOU ever
thought about
FOSTERING?
If you think you might have what it takes
to become a Foster Carer or just want to
find out more then call PACT now on
0800 731 1845
www.pactcharity.org
Courier --
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CLAYDON
FUN DOG SHOW &
BARN DANCE
Saturday 17 July
Afternoon
for Dog Lovers & Fun Seekers
BBQ & Bar from 12.30pm
Fun Dog Show from 1.30pm
Children’s Activities & Raffle
FREE ENTRY
(£1 per class per dog for dog show entries)

Evening
for Dancing & Socialising
BBQ Supper + Bar
from 6.30pm
Barn Dance from 7.30pm
Additional Activities inc. Raffle
£6 Adults / £3 Children
Tickets (include burger/hot
dog) on sale shortly
Funds raised shared equally between the
Church, the Playing Field and the Courier.
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Claydon People
H-bombs, Vulcans and Meteor
Night Fighters are all things one
wouldn’t necessarily associate with
Claydon. But 79-year old
Clattercote and former Claydon
resident Don Siviter, has had first
hand experience of all three.

Don says: “Liz was a WRAF officer
doing fighter control and I was
flying in the night fighters. We were
in the same Officers mess and met
at a cocktail party. I can remember
Liz on that night wearing a blue
dress with a black velvet collar. Six
months later we were married.”
The young couple moved around
East Anglia a lot with the squadron
to places including Ipswich and the
Norfolk Broads before Don was
stationed in West Germany in 1959
for three years. While there, the
couple’s first daughter Debbie was
born in 1961. Post-war life was
tough, especially as Don was
posted overseas for three to four
months at a time. He remembers: “I
had to leave the family to go on
detachments to Cyprus and
Singapore which was hard. But we
then came back to the UK and I
went on to fly in the Vulcans - that’s
when my daughter Jo was born in
1963.”

As a trained navigator in the Royal
Air Force in the 1950s, Meteor
Night Fighters were the first jets
the young Doncaster-born
serviceman flew at RAF Finningley
in his home town. After getting his
wings while posted in Canada, Don
came back to the UK to train to go
on the front line and was
subsequently posted to a squadron
in Norfolk where he was to meet
his wife Elizabeth in 1956.
Courier --

Don operated the radar equipment
as the navigator on board the
fighter plane but it wasn’t as
glamorous a role as one might
think. “I found it pretty boring,” he
admits, “I sat at the back with no
view at all just looking at the radar
set. But I had to be on the ball and
aware of where we were at all
times. We had a four hour flight
plan where we had to lock on to

May 2010
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targets on to which we would
directly drop bombs.”
Don’s most hair-raising incident
came when he nearly saw active
service during the Cuban crisis in
the 1960s. The situation between
America and Cuba was extremely
fragile and talks between the USA
and USSR were at breaking point.
Don explains: “Kennedy said to
Khrushchev ‘get your ships away
from Cuba.’ I remember we were in
Rutland sitting on a plane
with an H-bomb in its belly
waiting for the command to
fly, the situation was very
critical. Our engines were
running, we were literally
just waiting for the signal. I
think it’s the closest we’ve
ever come to nuclear war.”
It is difficult for anyone to
imagine what being in that
situation must have been
like. Don explains: “It was an unreal
situation, you didn’t have time to
feel frightened, your adrenalin was
pumping. If the command had been
given I wouldn’t have come home
alive, but I didn’t realise it at the
time.”
Luckily war was averted and Don
returned to life as a family man and
instructor at a navigation school at
RAF Lindholme, Doncaster.
He left the RAF aged 38 in 1969 and
trained as a teacher, enjoying 16
years in the classroom before
Courier --

retiring in 1988 as head of biology
at a secondary comprehensive
school in Doncaster.
Two years later he and Liz moved
to Claydon to follow their youngest
daughter Jo who had met and fallen
in love with Adrian Taylor whilst at
agricultural college. Adrian’s family
owned Clattercote Priory and Jo
helped manage the pig unit on the
farm. The two married and settled
here.

Don and Liz moved into 4 Bignolds
Close and settled in very quickly.
“Our first impressions of Claydon
was that it was friendly, people
made you feel welcome, but at the
same time were a little reserved,”
says Don.
Don soon took over responsibility
for the village’s news sheet (as it
was then) from Janice Hamilton
and David Hill. “It was published a
little haphazardly,” he says “I
resurrected it with John Lloyd in
1992 and we called it The News
Letter. We made it A5 in size,

May 2010

--

Page 7

recruited advertisers so it was
established on its own,
independent from the Parish
Council.” The forerunner to the
Courier was born.
Published four times per year Don
was the newsletter’s editor for five
years and enjoyed it very much.
“People were a little reluctant, but
they provided articles when we
prodded them,” he recalls.
Don took an active role in the
village and also spent a number of
years on the Parish Council,
Playing Field Committee and the
village Festival Committee.
“David Hill was chairman of the
Parish Council when I joined. At
one stage there was just Martin
Broughton and I on the Playing
Field Committee – it was very
small. I think it’s very positive
everything that’s going on in the
village now, it’s not always easy to
get people onboard,” he says.
After nine years Don and Liz moved
into a converted cattle holding at
Clattercote Priory because they
wanted to be closer to their family

which now included two
grandchildren: Philippa and
Matthew.
In recent times Don’s love of
writing and of history has seen him
write an interesting and
informative book on the history of
the Priory which he published in
2007 and is now available on the
village website
(www.claydonvillage.net).
What prompted Don to write the
book on the former leper colony?
“There were a lot of disconnected
strands of information about the
Priory,” says Don. “I put it all
together; it took me a couple of
years.”
At nearly 80 years of age Don is not
one to be putting his feet up any
time soon. “I’ve started researching
into the history of the Hadland
family who were based here for
over 100 years,” he says. “They
were gentleman farmers who came
from Northampton and settled
here at the beginning of the 18th
Century.”
Lisa Simmons

Courier TEAM CHANGES
Karen Jackson of Mollington Road,
a founder member of the Courier
team, has stepped down due to
work commitments, but will stay in
touch as a Friend of the Courier.
Husband Russ remains on the
Courier --

team. We thank Karen for her work
and enthusiasm over the last two
years. We are delighted to welcome
back Pete Kearney of Manor Park,
who rejoined the team last month.

May 2010
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PLAYING FIELD REFRESHED
Villagers will have noticed a
spruced up children’s play area in
the Claydon Playing Field for the
summer. In order to keep the play
area in good condition and within
the safety requirements of the
required ROSPA standards, work
has been contracted over the next
few weeks to include new matting
under the see-saw and
improvements to the fence.
A lick of wood preserve has already
been applied and this has given the
play area a new smarter
appearance. Also, additional finger
protection has been added to the
gates. These improvements,
together with the fortnightly grass
cuts, means that the Playing Field is

in a lovely condition for villagers to
enjoy.
Hopefully villagers will come out in
force to support and enjoy the
summer dog show and barn dance
event on the Playing Field on 17 July
(see page 5).

Claydon Playing Field Committee

UPDATE FROM CROPREDY SURGERY
Late Bank Holiday: The surgery will be closed on Monday 31 May.
Marie Aston: We were very sad to say goodbye to Marie [from Bignolds
Close, Claydon] who retired at the end of March. Marie came to work as a
relief receptionist four years ago and stayed as a permanent member of
the reception team as well as helping with our secretarial work. Our good
wishes for a very happy retirement go with her.
Dr Day: This year we will have a major change to the practice as Dr Chris
Day takes early retirement. Here is an extract from an open letter from Dr
Day to patients: “It is with a host of mixed feelings that I write with the news
that, at the end of September this year, I shall be taking early retirement
from my role as GP at Cropredy Surgery... I shall miss my colleagues and
patients, many of whom have become good friends, but I know that Cropredy
Surgery will always strive for the good of the patient, and am confident that
my replacement will be of the highest calibre.”
Dr Wright will be recruiting a new doctor over the summer ready to take
over from Dr Day in October.

Lynne Jones, Practice Manager
Courier --
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ANIMAL FACTS:
BIRD FEEDING

Classified
Classified adverts are FREE for
villagers. Just give the text of your
ad to any member of the Courier
team or email it to
courier@claydonvillage.net

FREE RANGE EGGS - for sale,
will deliver in Claydon. Call
Anne on 690675 or 07870
352949.
FARMYARD MANURE - well
rotted, collection only. Call
Anne on 690675 or 07870
352949.

Now it is spring, remember to put
water out for birds. An old roasting
tin is good for providing drinking
water and a bowl for providing a
bath.

Don’t forget food: you don’t have to
have a bird table. Nuts, bones and
fat balls can be hung from trees
and bread, seeds and scraps can be
left out on a tray.
Anne Hoggins

LOCAL HOUSEKEEPER
AVAILABLE
I HAVE OVER 25 YEARS
EXPERIENCE OF HOUSEKEEPING
DUTIES WITHIN HOTELS AND
PRIVATE HOMES,
INCLUDING CLEANING, COOKING &
LAUNDRY.
I HAVE A FULL, CLEAN DRIVING
LICENCE, LOVE ANIMALS, AND CAN
PROVIDE EXCELLENT
REFERENCES.
IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A DAILY
PERSON, PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL.

CAROL - 07910 245762
Courier --

BIN COLLECTIONS:
MAY/JUNE
GREEN BIN
Fri 28 May
Fri 11 June
Fri 25 June
BLUE & BROWN BINS
Fri 21 May
Fri 4 June
Fri 18 June

May 2010
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Artwork: Jessica Jackson

Village Diary
May/June 2010

d

Monday 17 May
Heating Oil For Less Oil Order placed
[To join HOFL and/or place an order call Paul on 690119]
Wednesday 19 May
Church Room, 10.30am - Midday

Jubilee Group Coffee Morning

Tuesday 25 May
Mobile Library visits
Corner Church Lane/Main Street, 12.40pm - 12.55pm
Thursday 27 May
Cluster Care AGM
Sports Pavilion, Cropredy, 7.30pm [See p.3 for more details]
Wednesday 2 May
Church Room, 2.30pm - 4pm

Beetle Drive

Tuesday 8 June
Mobile Library visits
Corner Church Lane/Main Street, 12.40pm - 12.55pm
Saturday 26 June
Dirty Voice Gig in the Church
Church & Church Room, 7pm - 11pm [See page 3 for more details]

Wednesday evenings in term time Claydon Art Group, Church Room, Contact Kath on 690392

If you would like an item included in Village Diary
please pass on details to any member of the Courier team (see overleaf)

.
Weekly Church Services at St. James
the Great Church, Claydon
16 May: No service. United
30 May: 9.30am Holy Communion
Benefice Svc, Great Bourton, 10am 6 June: 9.30am Holy Communion
23 May: 10am Family Service
Wednesday mornings: 10am Holy Communion

June
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Back Page
A Poetic Year?

Diana Lambert of Main Street has suggested that Sara Coleridge’s Months of the
Year poem has been very accurate so far. Will the rest of 2010 follow suit?
January brings the snow, makes our feet and fingers glow.
February brings the rain, thaws the frozen lake again.
March brings breezes sharp and shrill, shakes the dancing daffodil.
April brings the primrose sweet, scatters daisies at our feet.
May brings flocks of pretty lambs, skipping by their fleecy dams.
June brings tulips, lillies, roses, fills the children's hands with posies.
Hot July brings cooling showers, apricots and gillyflowers.
August brings the sheaves of corn, then the harvest home is borne.
Warm September brings the fruit, sportsmen then begin to shoot.
Brown October brings the pheasant, then to gather nuts is pleasant.
Dull November brings the blast, then the leaves go whirling past.
Chill December brings the sleet, blazing fire and Christmas treat.

The Courier is brought to you each month by:
Anne Hoggins (690675)
David Wicks (690267)
Kate Wicks (690267)
Lisa Simmons (690155)
Mark Simmons (690155)

Paul Gallagher (690119)
Pete Kearney (690571)
Russ Jackson (690015)
Tim Cozze-Young (690139)
Vicky Smith (690192)

Claydon & Clattercote Courier
Be part of your Courier! We welcome
all contributions & will always try to
publish material received.
Drop contributions in to 5 Bignolds
Close, (tel 690155), email them to
courier@claydonvillage.net or pass them
on to a member of the Courier team.
We retain the right to edit or reduce
content to fit the space available.

Advertising/Sponsorship
The Courier is totally self-funded
and relies on the support of local
individuals and businesses.
To make a donation, take out
sponsorship or place an advert,
please contact Paul Gallagher on
690119 or talk to any of the team.

Deadline for the next issue is June 1.

