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BASKET SWING OPENING 

 

On 1 November the new basket swing in Claydon's Playing Field 
was officially opened by an enthusiastic and grateful group of 
Claydon's resident children.  A big thank you to all of the fundraisers 
and supporters who helped make this possible.  Claydon's children 
truly have a play area to be proud of.  

Plans for 2016 include a Twizzle Stick and obstacle course items 
such as a scramble net and balance beams which will appeal to 
youngsters of all ages. 

Claydon Playing Field Management Committee 



Everyone shared the honours of cutting the ribbon 

LOSS OF VILLAGE BUS SERVICE 

On 10th November, Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet took the 
decision that the Council withdraw all subsidies paid to run 118 subsidised 
bus routes in the county in order to save £2.3 million. 

Despite the best efforts of many villagers who responded to the recent 
consultation, both the 277 Stagecoach service and the County Connect 
service are included in the 118, and are due to be discontinued in March 
2016, leaving the village without a bus service. 

There is an extremely slim chance that if the Council finds itself in surplus 
that surplus would be used to fund some off peak services, but this is 
highly unlikely.  This may also be superseded by the current consultation 
which, amongst many other cuts is proposing to save a further £1.2 million 
by removing all remaining subsidies. 



CLAYDON BUS SHELTER 

In view of the loss of the bus service, a shelter would only be used for 
passengers and some parents waiting for the school buses.  At the Parish 
Council Meeting on 10th November, the Chairman stated that he had 
spoken to one of the mothers who insisted that parents were happy to 
continue waiting at the end of Church Lane, rather than at the bus stop 
where a shelter would be located.  He declared that the likely cost of a 
shelter would result in an increase of the Parish Precept from £6,000 to 
£12,000 and as it would be a scandalous waste of money he would resign 
if the Parish Council chose to go ahead. 

From the floor, Dorothy Beckett stated that as the £1500 held by the 
Jubilee Group towards the shelter had mainly been raised by the elderly, 
the money should be spent on them. 

Councillors agreed to put the project on hold, but it was requested that the 
£3,000 which the Parish Council had earmarked for the project be held in 
reserve. 

 

A photograph taken some time ago of mothers ‘happily’ waiting in the rain 
for the school bus at the end of Church Lane 



OTHER PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

The Parish Council Meeting on 10th November was attended by County 
Councillor George Reynolds and District Councillor Ken Atack.  The 
following further items were discussed: 

PARISH CLERK 
At her last meeting, Louise Aston was thanked for her excellent work in the 
role of Parish Clerk.  There had been no applications to fill the post. 

PARISH COUNCIL GRANTS 
Playing Field 
The Playing Field Management Committee had requested a grant of 
£1455 to cover the cost of 17 cuts of the field, plus £100 to cover 
maintenance and £80 for the safety inspection.  The Parish Council 
considered that although the number of cuts could possibly be reduced, 
there was significant maintenance work outstanding which would cost 
more than the £100 requested.  The full grant of £1455 was therefore 
agreed. 

Churchyard 
The Parochial Church Council had requested a grant of £550 for mowing 
of the churchyard.  As the amount invoiced by the time of the meeting was 
only £240 and extensive work had been completed by volunteers, it was 
agreed that the grant would be cut to £450.  The grant was to be paid on 
invoice and be conditional on representatives of the PCC, the Parish 
Council and the volunteers meeting together to ensure that the contractor 
would not be allowed to charge for work completed by the volunteers. 

It had been noticed that the churchyard wall is in need of maintenance.  
Although no grant had been requested it was agreed to earmark £250 as a 
contribution towards repair of the wall, to be paid on invoice. 

Church Room 
A grant of £200 was agreed to be made towards the replacement of the 
main door. 

Village Website 
A grant of £40.05 was agreed. 

Cluster Care 
A grant of £100 was agreed.  One village resident attends the Cluster Care 
Group in Cropredy on a weekly basis. 



EXTERNAL GRANTS 
From the floor, Karen Jackson informed the meeting that her employer 
invites applications from registered charities for small grants for local 
causes.  It was agreed to pass the forms to the Church Room Committee. 

BUDGET 
Parish Councillors were asked to consider the likely items to include in 
budget for 2016/17 which will be decided at the January meeting.  The 
noticeboard and the waste bins are likely to need replacement while the 
expense of grass cutting of the verges has been passed from the County 
Council to the Parish Council. 

GRASS CUTTING 
Although no funds were allocated for grass cutting in the budget for 
2015/16, this year the Parish Council has spent £540 (including VAT) 
while sharing the village grass cutting duties with Oxfordshire County 
Council. 

GRIT BINS 
It was agreed to purchase 2 additional grit bins, one to be placed at the 
end of Manor Park, and the other on the verge opposite Bignolds Close. 

ALLOTMENTS 
One tenant has given notice and warning letters have been prepared to 
send to tenants of uncultivated plots. 

PLANNING 
The application to build an extension at Claydon Hay has been granted.  
The proposed wind turbine at Mollington has been turned down on appeal. 

FINANCE 
Income for the year to date stood at £12,036.85 (including a £4570.55 
refund from the PFMC for the purchase of play equipment) and 
expenditure at £11,394.96.  The bank balance at 10th November stood at 
£6,648.18. 

ROAD CLOSURE 

The Mollington Road will be closed between the hours 
of 21.00 and 6.00 for two nights on Monday 14th and 
Tuesday 15th December for the cutting back of 
vegetation at the Railway Bridge. 



POPPY COLLECTION 

A total of £279.88 was collected for this year’s Poppy Appeal.  Thanks to  

Anne Hoggins for collecting in Claydon and Jenny Hillier for making the 

collection in Clattercote, and everyone who contributed. 

 

This year the British Legion made some awards to local poppy collectors 
in recognition of their continued support for the Legion in making the 
house to house collections, which are a significant part of the funds raised 
in this district. 

Anne Hoggins, (seen on the right in the above photograph) was awarded 
the 5 year certificate of appreciation.. 

Anne took over the responsibility for collections in Claydon from Doris 
Beswick who also received an award for 20 years’ service, some years 
ago.  Anne takes a week off work each year as part of her annual holiday 
to make the collections and took on the role in memory of her late father.   



Churchyard Survey 

You may have noticed an odd group of villagers crouching and peering 

intently at the headstones in the churchyard!  No it is not a new hippie cult.  

We are establishing a location map of the headstones and recording the 

information on them.  Why?  I suppose we are local history anoraks.  

Seriously it is a valuable source of local history that is lost as time and 

weather erode headstones and our memories. 

The old map was lost and so we had to start from scratch.  A new map has 

been prepared and plot numbers allocated to the graves that we could 

identify.  If any villager has information on the location of unmarked graves 

then please let us know through the newsletter.  

We hope to digitise the info that we gathered and present it on the village 

website in the future.  Many thanks to the volunteer mowers of the grass in 

the churchyard; they made our work much easier.  Perhaps it is time for 

some thought be given to the maintenance of the churchyard, which after 

all is the centrepiece of the village. 

 

Don Siviter 



Christmas Greetings to all readers 

Diary Dates  
OVER SIXTIES FILM 
The next film showing will take place in the Church Room at 2.00 pm on 

Friday 11th December 

starring Martin Clunes, Susie Blake, Celia Imrie and Marc Wooton in 

Nativity 3 

OVER SIXTIES CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Tuesday 15th December at 12.30 pm for 1.00 pm at the Plough, 
Warmington.  Please contact David Hill on 690452 by 4th December if you 
have not received an invitation and would like to go. 

COFFEE MORNING 
Wednesday 16th December at 10.30 am in the Church Room 

CAROL SERVICE 
Sunday 20th December at 6.00 pm at St .James’ Church 

CRIB SERVICE 
Thursday 24th December at 3.30 pm at St James’ Church 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Friday 25th December at 10.00 am at St James’ Church 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 12th January 2016 at 7.30 pm in the Church Room  
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