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MARINA PLANNING APPLICATION 

REFUSED 

Although the Planning Officer had recommended approval in her 

report, at the meeting of the Cherwell District Planning Committee 

on 14th January, councillors refused the application.   

In her report the officer had recognised all of the contraventions of 

national and local planning policy, but concluded that they were 

outweighed by the benefits.  She had been influenced by the report 

written in 2018, by her predecessor, prior to the application being 

withdrawn.  

 

The site of the proposed marina  

There was an acceptance that the proposal would result in harm to 

the significance of the Canal Conservation Area but the harm would 

be ‘less than substantial’.  At the meeting, the officer presenting the 

report explained that in order for the harm to be classed as 



‘substantial’ it would need to result in the total loss of the canal as an 

amenity. 

The recommendation included an unenforceable condition that a 

Routeing Strategy be agreed to ensure that ‘wherever possible’ 

visiting traffic to the marina be routed from the north. 

Local councillors, County and District Councillor George Reynolds 

and District Councillor Phil Chapman were instrumental in the 

decision to refuse the application.  It was proposed by Councillor 

Reynolds and seconded by Councillor Chapman.   

Councillor Reynolds described Boddington Road as “a distressed 

minor road in need of major repair” and took exception to the 

response by Oxfordshire County Council Highways.  (This had 

included the proposed provision of 3 passing places – but all north 

of the marina site, not between the village and the canal).  He went 

on to state that the hump back bridge was one of the steepest he 

had come across and was quite scary.  He added that there were 

also problems with the other bridge which had been in need of repair 

for years.  He was certain that boat owners would need to access 

any amenities in the area by car and there would also be associated 

traffic generated by the marina as an employment site.  He 

remained convinced that drivers would be governed by their 

SatNavs and people arriving from the south would drive through the 

village. 

Councillor Chapman pointed out that he had struggled to see any 

public benefits when there is so much spare capacity.  With 350 

berths currently in the area, 100 more due in Cropredy North and 50 

in Cropredy South, an additional 192 would mean a 98% increase.  

He referred to a CDC report stating that large marinas should be 

built in urban areas. 

The main dissenting voice was Councillor Cassi Perry (Banbury 

Cross and Neithrop Ward) who owns a narrowboat.  She stated that 

some villages had done very well out of marinas and cited Napton 



 (editor’s comment: a village of a similar size to Cropredy with two 

pubs and a school) where they have incredible facilities including an 

excellent shop with a delicatessen. 

In contrast, Councillor Chris Heath (Adderbury, Bloxham and 

Bodicote Ward) responded that she couldn’t imagine that the village 

would suddenly open a shop for the marina.  She indicated that she 

knows the village well and the roads are an absolute nightmare.  

She also stated that she is normally quite happy with farming 

diversity, but this shouldn’t override the problems and concerns of a 

small village. 

Councillor David Hughes (Launton and Otmoor Ward) considered 

that there may be a struggling pub in the area and a marina could 

mean that it would remain open. 

Voting was as follows: 12 for refusal, 3 for approval and 2 

abstentions. 

The part played by villagers in objecting to the application should not 

be underestimated.  The report recognised 67 letters of objection 

and none in favour.  This clearly demonstrated the feelings of the 

village to councillors.  

 A disadvantage of Covid 19 is that meetings are not only virtual but 

site visits have been discontinued.  A site visit had originally been 

planned before the application was withdrawn in 2018.  However, all 

was not lost.  In 2018, villager Ian West had loaded a video to 

UTUBE clearly illustrating the road entrances to the village which 

boaters would be likely to use.  A link to this video 

https://youtu.be/DZX-QbUB9-I  

was sent to all of the councillors on the Planning Committee two 

days ahead of the meeting.  This may have played a significant part 

in the refusal. 

https://youtu.be/DZX-QbUB9-I


Obituary 

ERIC BATES 

 

Eric was born, in a little cottage, which has long been demolished, on the 

corner of Crossing Lane and Main Street, on 12th February 1931.  His 

father George had lived in the village for all of his life and his mother 

Hannah didn’t move very far as she was born in Cropredy.  Eric had an 

older sister, Betty who was 10 when he was born.  Betty had been born at 

Gaer Cottage.  At the time of Eric’s birth his maternal grandfather was the 

signalman at Claydon Crossing and his grandparents lived in a cottage near 

the crossing.  After retirement they came to live in the cottage which he 

subsequently left to Eric and which remained Eric’s home. 



The family was very rooted in the village.  Eric’s paternal grandfather kept 

The New Inn (now Latham) before World War 1.  It also doubled as a shop 

and Eric’s grandfather doubled as the village undertaker and carpenter.  

Eric’s father was also a carpenter, working for Cherrys in Cropredy. 

Eric went to the local village school, but won a scholarship to Banbury 

Grammar School where he stayed until his eighteenth birthday.  He then 

went to study for a degree in Art and Design at the Oxford College of Art.  

However, he later decided that Art and Design was not for him. 

It was during his schooldays that Eric met June when she was aged 11.  

June’s brother, Derek also attended Banbury Grammar School and the two 

boys became friends, with Derek taking Eric home to his house in 

Wardington when he met June for the first time. 

Eric was a man of many talents, in addition to his artistic ability he was a 

competent musician, playing the organ and the violin.  He also played 

handbells – four in hand, which is a tricky and complicated manoeuvre to 

achieve.  He also played the tenor and treble recorders.  As a result of 

these talents, Eric was taken under the wing of Revd Windsor of Byfield 

Church. 

Eric joined the RAF for his National Service and spent the majority of the 

two years in Kenya.  Unlike many others, Eric enjoyed his National Service.  

Coincidentally the Rev. Windsor’s son was the District Commissioner in 

Kenya and Eric was frequently invited to his home.  Through this 

connection Eric had access to the Church in Kenya and at one stage he 

played the organ in Nairobi Cathedral. 

After National Service Eric decided that his job prospects would be with 

the Sciences rather than the Arts.  He joined British Telecom (in those days 

the telecommunications branch of the Post Office) and after a few more 

years of studying he became an engineer in the Communications 

Department.  Eric and June were married in 1960 and lived in the village 



for all of their married life.  At one stage one of their pastimes was to 

travel the canal system on a narrow-boat which Eric had designed himself. 

Eric rang the church bells in many churches, especially Byfield where he 

played the organ for many years and was also the choirmaster.  For Byfield 

he was instrumental in arranging many activities which were both 

educational and interesting, involving visits to many places in the country.  

This included the annual visit of the choir to Peterborough Cathedral Choir 

Festival.  Eric also produced an artwork which is on display in Byfield 

Church, listing all of the past clergy in mediaeval script. 

Eric was a talented writer and wrote several interesting and amusing 

stories which were published in various magazines, including the 

Newsletter.  His last article appeared in November 2014, and related the 

experience of living in the village when stray bombs, from the bombing of 

Coventry in November 1940, were dropped on fields near Clattercote). 

Eric was very skilled in local history and was happy to share information 

with new residents of the village.  He was a compulsive hoarder and built 

up a mass of old posters, photographs and publications.  Part of this 

collection was displayed in an exhibition in the Church Room at the time 

of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.  During the last village festival in 2007 he 

led several walks around the village pointing out the cottages and relating 

stories about them.  Eric was also a member of the Claydon History 

Society and was a great help in the preparation of their exhibition in 2011, 

and the village history booklet which is currently in production.  All of this 

was assisted by Eric’s personal archive.   

Eric also became a Parish Councillor sometime in the 1970s.  As a result of 

this connection he took over the running of the Claydon Poor’s Trust from 

Andrew Fox. 

It is anticipated that once Covid restrictions have been relaxed there will 

be a memorial service for Eric at Byfield Church. 



 

One of Eric’s drawings which appeared in the January 2013 issue of the 

Newsletter.  It was of his grandfather Frank Pettipher settling down on 

the sofa in the kitchen cum living room of his cottage to talk to Eric’s 

mother and anyone else present.   



Thanks to the following villagers: 

Sylvia Ingram for her service as Chairman of the Parish Council. 

Sylvia was co-opted to the Parish Council in November 2016 and 

took on the role of Chairman in March 2017.  She spear headed the 

opposition to the marina, organising a public meeting when the first 

application was announced, and more recently, under Covid 

restrictions, providing an opportunity for villagers to view the 

drawings in the Church Room. 

Vicky and Georgia Smith for setting up the library in the bus 

shelter. 

 

It is completely free for residents to borrow either a book or DVD, 

and has proved to be a great benefit during lockdown. 



Mel and Dan Love for organising the village Christmas Tree. 

The Claydon tree came about when Hadsham farm advertised that they were 

kindly offering free trees to a select few villages that showed interest in having 

one. 

I popped Claydon’s name down for one and luckily we were chosen to have a 

tree! 

People offered to donate money towards the delivery cost and also so we could 

buy a base, lights, baubles and spare batteries etc. This was all done by Facebook 

and word of mouth. We received a staggering amount of donations (thank you 

everyone!) and once we brought everything that was needed we had enough left 

over so we donated it to the church. 

Hopefully it brought a little joy and happiness to end a very difficult and different 

year. 

Everything brought for the Christmas tree will be stored away in the village 

lockup so it can hopefully be used another year. 

Mel and Dan Love  

On behalf of St James the Great, a big thank you for the donation of 

£42.63.  As we are unable to hold our main fundraising events, we are 

particularly grateful for this support from the village. 

Thanks too to Adele Al-Anazi for donating the proceeds of her yoga 

class on 31st January to the church. 

Angela Ferguson 

Emma Ives for setting up a collection box in her porch for the 

Poppy Appeal.  The £39.14 collected; together with money for the 

Parish Council wreath formed part of the £800 total submitted to the 

British Legion on behalf of Claydon, Cropredy and the Bourtons.  

Anne Hoggins is hoping to resume the door to door collection in 

2021. 

Welcome to the village 
to The Right Rev’d Jonathan and Mrs Rebecca Meyrick at Claydon 

House. 



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

The Parish Council Meeting on 12th January was attended by 

County and District Councillor George Reynolds.  The following 

items were discussed: 

NEW COUNCILLOR 

Andrew Ferguson was co-opted to the Parish Council to fill the 

vacancy created by Sylvia Ingram standing down.  Andrew brings a 

wealth of experience of the inner workings of local government. 

VILLAGE PRECEPT  

It was agreed that there would be no increase in the Village Precept 

for the coming year. It was held at £10,961.  

The budget for the year is £10,420, but considerable reserves need 

to be built up for asset maintenance and improvement. 

PLAY AREA 

The Parish Council agreed to fund all of the safety maintenance 

requirements, requested by the Playing Field Management 

Committee (PFMC), following the last safety inspection. 

PLAYING FIELD 

The Parish Council agreed to fund the purchase of wild flower seeds 

to be sown in the area between the sewage works and the tree 

screen. 

PLANNING 

Although an application had been approved for an agricultural 

storage building off the Mollington Road, the planning enforcement 

team have been notified as a mobile home has appeared on the 

site. 

SIGNAGE TO DETER HGVS 

Cllr Denham agreed to contact Oxford County Council to discuss the 

possible location and prices of signs to deter transporters and other 

HGVs from driving into and becoming stuck in the village. 



ROAD CLOSURE 

Mollington Road will be closed to through traffic from Monday 26th 

April for up to 5 days for work by Thames Water. 

DOG NUISANCE 

Villagers using the footpath which leaves Main Street from between 

Long Hedge and the Brambles are requested to keep their dogs on 

the lead.  There have also been issues with dogs too near horses on 

the footpath off Crossing Lane. 

Dog owners are also requested to clean up after their dogs.  Most 

owners are responsible but there has to be the odd one or two.   

One owner left mess in Main Street (pictured below). 

 

Others have been bagging the poo, but leaving it at the roadside or 

tied to a branch, particularly in Fenny Compton Road. 

Owners are reminded that, if caught, the minimum fine for leaving 

poo bags in this way is £75 

 

 



Candlemas 

If Candlemas be fair and bright, 

Come winter, have another flight. 

If Candlemas bring clouds and rain, 

Go winter, and come not again. 

Candlemas is an intriguing little festival that has attracted a range of 

traditions and customs along the way. It is a time for wondering and 

seeking to predict when the seasons will change. Is spring really 

coming (or even already here) or are we in for more winter? Is 

change coming, or will the days remain the same? Once again, 

these questions take on deeper meaning in these Covid 19 affected 

days. 

In between the winter solstice and the spring equinox, Candlemas 

comes. In the earth new life is stirring, seeds are tentatively making 

their way through the cold, dark earth into the light. It is time for 

wondering about what might be coming, emerging. It is time for 

noticing and attending to new possibilities. Candlemas is a turning 

point. In the church's calendar it is time to turn away from the 

seasons of Christmas and Epiphany and turn towards Lent and 

Easter. We hear a wonderful intergenerational story and take 

inspiration from wise and holy ones – Simeon and Anna, who kept 

up a faithful way of listening and hoping, looking out for God, and 

who recognised the light of God's love in the child brought to the 

Temple to be blessed, surrounded by love and thanks. 

May Candlemas hope, wisdom and wonder continue to guide and 

bless us. 

Revd Hilary Campbell 
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