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VILLAGERS FLOCK TO FALCONRY NIGHT
Over 30 villagers and friends
attended a hugely enjoyable and
educational Birds of Prey evening in
the company of Claydon’s own Keith
and Sandra Jones of Fir Tree
Falconry.

to Terri Jones for organising a
fascinating evening, with great
food, bar and raffle, ably supported
by Sandra, Spencer, Dorothy and
Nellie.
Villagers are invited to the Fir Tree
Falconry open weekend on 24 & 25
July. Entry is free, but donations for
Kathrine House Hospice and St
Johns Ambulance are welcome.
Contact Keith and Sandy for more
details on 07714 032543 or email
hawk@firtreefalconry.co.uk

Keith covered the history of
falconry and introduced a selection
of birds of prey, including a Harris
Hawk, Gyr Falcon and Eagle Owl, to
a captivated audience.
One of the Falconry's ferrets also
made an appearance, leaving quite
an impression on Rev Pat Freeth,
who was delighted the evening
raised £246.19 in support of St.
James The Great Church.
Thank you to everybody who
attended, as well as to Keith and
Sandra for donating their time,
raffle prizes and sharing their
experiences. Also a big thank you
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LOW TURN-OUT FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The Annual Parish Meeting was
held on Tuesday 9 March, just as
this issue of the Courier went to
press. All parish councillors,
district councillor Ken Atack and
13 villagers attended, the lowest
public attendance at an Annual
Parish Meeting for some time.

Village groups, including the Parish
Council, Parochial Church Council,
Playing Field Management
Committee, Art Group, Jubilee

Group, Cluster Care and Courier
presented reports on their activity
over the past year. We hope that
some or all of these documents will
be available on the village website
(www.claydonvillage.net) in due
course.
The Annual Parish Meeting was
followed by a Parish Council
Meeting and we’ll report key points
from both events in the April
Courier.
C

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS...
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Barn Farm Plants

Smith & Ronaldson

Upper Wardington, Banbury, Oxon

www.barnfarmplants.co.uk

Open 7 days a week

Builders
Specialists in stonework, extensions and
loft conversions
01295 690559
01327 261590

01295 758080

Tobin

Southam Road
Farnborough
Banbury
01295 690479

Property
AGENTS

Letting your property?
Full Management
The Letting Service
TFI and
Inventory Services

TUES to SAT 10:00am - 5:30pm
SUNDAY 10:30am - 4:30pm
(Mid Oct-Feb Tues-Sat 9:00-4:30)

LETTING

We offer a range of services including:

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN
WON’T COST THE EARTH

Jones
THE

“Letting more properties to better tenants at better rents”
Tel: (01869) 248254

Fax: (01869) 253394

www.tobinjones.com

Your Local Carpenter

M.C. CARPENTRY
For all Carpentry & Joinery Services Domestic and
Commercial
For a Professional and Affordable Service
Call Matthew Clark on:

Julian Aldred
Electrician
T (01295) 750749
E julian@ja-electrics.co.uk

01295 690340
07814 891226
Email - mc_carpentry@yahoo.co.uk

Quality
Indian
Cuisine

Cropredy (Post Office now open)

Your

gift shop and Post Office - Open every day

Presents for everyone: cards, gift wrap,
jewellery, candles & more...
Great gifts at prices to suit all pockets

No 2 Hanwell Mews, Hanwell Fields, OX16 1AP

(

or

Please mention the Courier when dealing with our sponsors. Thanks!

CLATTERCOTE HISTORY
ON THE WEB

Don Siviter’s excellent and detailed
History of Clattercote Priory, first
published in 2008 with proceeds
going to Kathrine House Hospice, is
now available on the internet as a
digital edition for free download.
Don’s work has sparked interest
from many places, including
Brazil(!). It can be found in the
News section of the Claydon
website - www.claydonvillage.net

NEW CLERK NEEDED

C

Due to work commitments our
Parish Clerk, Sue Upton, has
resigned. Her decision was
announced at the March Parish
Council Meeting (see page 2). She
will attend the May meeting and
complete the annual accounts.
Anyone interested in taking on the
position should contact any
member of the Parish Council.
C

VICAR PROMOTED
Congratulations to our vicar, Rev
Pat Freeth, who will be made up to
Area Dean of Deddington Deanery
next month. Her promotion is a
well-deserved recognition of the
dedication she has shown to the
Shires Edge
Benefice.
Pat will be licensed
at a special church
service by the
Bishop of
Dorchester. She
was able to choose which church
from the five within the benefice
will host the service. Her choice of
St James the Great, Claydon
reflects the vigorous efforts of
many Claydonians in recent times
to promote and preserve St James.
The special service will be held on
Wednesday 28 April at 7pm. All
villagers are very welcome.
C

CLUSTER CARE EVENT WILL BE CUT ABOVE
A note for your diaries from the Cluster Care Group. We are holding a fund
raising concert on Saturday 24 April in Mollington Village Hall at 7.30pm.
The programme will include musical entertainment from a local Barber
Shop Ensemble as well as Mel Reese who will give us his own very
amusing look at life.
Light refreshments will be served during the interval but please feel free to
bring your own alcohol and glasses.
Tickets will be £6.00 and can be obtained by contacting Mrs Moya Reed
(01295 758531), Mrs Hazel Paxton (01295 738907), Mrs Anne Holdom
(01295 758300) or on the door on the night. We hope you will be able to
come and join us for a great night out!

Margaret Atkins
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COURIER TURNS UP DOWN UNDER
Former Claydon resident David
Webb (see pages 6&7) responded
to our requests for photos showing
a copy of the Courier in locations
around the world with this shot at
the Western Australia Cricket
Association Oval in Perth. Don’t
forget to pack your Courier when
going on your Easter hols!
C

EMBROIDERY EXPERTS
WELCOME

A very
Happy Easter to
everyone from the
Courier Team!

There is an embroidery group
called Zero 5 that meets once a
month on a Wednesday in the
Church Room from 10am - 4pm.
This is a group for experienced
embroiderers only, to share
creative ideas, not for people
wanting to learn, but if there are
any experienced villagers who
would like to join you would be
most welcome. Please contact
Dorothy Beckett on 690322.

Villagers may be interested to
know that Cherwell Valley
Embroiderers Guild has an
exhibition called The Green
Embroiderer at Chenderit School
from April 19 – May 7 (school
hours) and open on Sunday 25
April 9am - 5pm (free entry).

Karen Jackson
Courier --

GREMLINS STRIKE
Although the Courier is
produced by a vigilant team
occasionally small errors occur.
Last month the phone number for
the Perfect Present and new Post
Office in Cropredy disappeared
(p3). It is: (01295) 758822.
And in David Webb’s letter (front
cover/p3) the Millin family was
incorrectly spelt, as was Jim Mold’s
surname. Apologies.
C
LOOSE COVERS, ROMAN BLINDS,
CURTAINS AND CUSHIONS.
All made using your own choice of
fabrics.
Contact Mandy Ward
on 01295 690474 or 07960 898599

March 2010
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Courier Contact
From David Smith, Church Lane
I wish to thank the kind people who came to offer help when I tripped
and broke my thigh bone outside Bignolds Close. It turned out to be a
complicated fracture and I have now gained some metal work.
A big thank you to Dick and Jenny from Cornerstones who have been
brilliant with shopping, fuel and transport. A big thank you to June and
William for looking after the dog, etc, and to Mandy from Manor Park for
taking the dog back. Also many thanks to Eamonn for his towing of the
ambulance. I was meant to be looking after Geoff with his hip operation,
but we ended up in hospital together.

DOOR OPENS ON CHURCH PORCH RESTORATION
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Claydon’s Parochial Church Council
(PCC) is working with local
architect Acanthus Clews to plan
the restoration of the Church
Porch, the deterioration of which
was highlighted in the 2005
Quinquennial report.
The inspection identified
reconstruction and re-slating of the
porch as a high priority.
Applications for grants are being
made to cover as much of the
estimated £35,000 cost as possible,
and a start date for the work will
be confirmed once all approvals
have been received.
There should be little or no
disruption to planned church
services during the building work.
In addition to the porch
restoration, work is needed on the
Courier --

Church bells and clock-winding
mechanism. Again, grants will be
required, so if you are willing to
help or have experience with grant
applications, please let me know

March 2010

Tim Cozze-Young
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SUNDIAL FARM IN THE 1940’s
Last month we printed a letter from
David Webb, who, with his older
brother Jack, was evacuated from
London to Claydon in WWII. David
has kindly offered to share some of
his memories of life in Claydon. This
month he recalls the facilities at
Sundial Farm.
He explains: “I was lucky to have had
two adopted "parents" in Fred and
Ada Talbot (whom I knew as Fat
Mum and Fat Dad, even though
neither was) and Edie and Albert
Millin (Thin Mum and Thin Dad etc). “
A large vegetable garden spread
out from two sides of the house, at
the back of which was the most
remarkable out-house I have ever

known. It was more commonly
referred to as "up the garden", the
place where anyone might be if he
or she could not be found. This
extraordinary lavatory was, in its
own way, a Taj Mahal of country
loos. It was approached via a red
brick path flanked on one side by a
brick wall and on the other by a
row of tall, staked climbing beans.
Indeed, the very approach signified
that there was more than the eye
could see to this neat little brick
building with its tiled roof and
single, staring window.
If the exterior was impressive, the
interior was something else again.
It was, indeed, quite awesome. The
width of the wall facing the door
was a built-in, split-level, toilet-a-

“This was the front of Sundial Farm as it was then. One of the sheds near the
front of the building was the so-called dairy, where the milk was stored
before collection via the churns. Just visible towards the back of the house is
the gate which led ‘up the garden’ ”
Courier --
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trois, which might well have been
designed for the Three Bears. Two
large holes and one small one had
been carved from two solid slabs of
timber, the smaller one occupying
the lower of the two levels. Neat,
wooden lids on hinges came down
snugly over the holes, undoubtedly
the work of a craftsman.
Curiously, standing in the corner on
the lower level was a clock. It
stood about half-a-metre high and
it had weights and a pendulum, and
it did not work. As a kid it
fascinated me from the outset, the
more so when I soon discovered
that, even though the clock did not
go properly, its chimes worked
perfectly. Simply by turning the big
hand round, which I did repeatedly,
set off the glorious sound of
chimes.
The likes of Fat Mum (Ada Talbot)
and Thin Mum (Edie Millin) always
knew where I was when they heard
the chimes; up the garden, of
course. In later years, Edie said to
me: "We used to have a good old
laugh about you up the garden.
'David's up the garden again', we
would say when we heard that
clock."
My strange but close association
with the clock was not to last
indefinitely. When my grandfather
came from London to visit Jack and
me, he took the clock back with
him. The Talbots insisted on giving
it him because they knew he was a
Courier --

“Here Jack and I are rolling in the empty
milk churns from the street at Sundial
Farm, where they were collected daily by
truck (the dog's name was Peter). This
picture was taken probably around 1941
when I was seven years old. Bringing in
the milk churns was a daily chore and I
became expert at rolling them in.”

handyman, so he put it in a vinyl
shopping bag and carried it back on
the train.
When he reached Paddington
station and stepped out onto the
platform, the bottom of the bag
gave way and the weights fell
through onto his foot. I believe he
limped for a while after that, but he
managed to get the clock working
properly again and the next time I
saw it was back in Leytonstone
after the war. Somehow, it did not
sound quite the same as it had up
the garden at Sundial Farm.
C
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Green Fingers
“It was one of those March days
when the sun shines hot and the wind
blows cold: when it is summer in the
light, and winter in the shade.”
Charles Dickens
Wow, what a beautiful day the 1st
March was. The sun shone and all
the woes, snows and
frosts of the past few
months were
forgotten. Snowdrops
are in full force, daffs
are certainly showing
and more than likely
when you read this
you will have seen
daffs and narcissus
and crocus in flower.
Leaf buds are
forming and the
garden is generally
starting to yawn and
stretch into production. Spring is
certainly on its way!
Get ahead by sowing your seeds
both indoors and out. Seeds need
three factors to germinate; warmth,
moisture and oxygen.
Seeds often have a temperature
range within which they will
germinate. Mature seeds are often
extremely dry and need to take in
significant amounts of water. Most
seeds need enough water to
moisten them but not to soak them.
Oxygen provides the main source of
energy until the first true leaves
Courier --

appear and photosynthesis takes
over.
Often to get seeds to germinate a
micro climate is needed. Sounds
difficult however it’s no more than
a clean plastic container with a lid
such as a marge or yogurt tub.
Germinating seeds
require a constant
temperature. Once
the first pair of leaves
can be seen keep the
lid off the tubs to
allow light in.
Transplant the
seedlings as soon as
possible and place in
a light area. I often
turn seed trays every
other day to promote
stressing of the stem
which helps to
strengthen them and
helps to stop them getting too
gangly and tall.
March – Except in very cold
borders tucked away out of the
sun, you can start to sow hardy
seeds outdoors that will germinate
in colder conditions. Make sure the
soil is well prepared, dig in
compost and give it a rake to break
it down into a fine tilth. Put mesh
or inter-twinned twigs etc over the
plot after sowing the seeds to
reduce cat and bird damage. This
may look unsightly to start with
but it will pay dividends later.

March 2010
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It’s worth remembering that as
seedlings start to grow so do
weeds. This can serve as a good
indicator of the soil temperature or
as an indicator that you’ve got to
start weeding.
Any pruning not yet done should
now be left until much later in the
year. Of course, you can continue
pruning but this may have an effect
on how the bush appears.
Get a head start on summer plants
such as annuals this month and
next. Sow seeds indoors or under
cloches/greenhouse to promote
early germination and when ready
start to prick out and transplant
into larger trays, but don’t be too
early getting the seedlings out,
beware late frosts!
April – the longer days will warm
the soil and it’s a good time to start
to sow salad vegetables. This can
be done under cover or directly
into the pre-prepared soil. (See
Courier - December 2009) Get into
the habit of sowing a few seeds
every couple of weeks to ensure a
steady supply of salad in the
coming months.

When the weather is mild lift and
divide over-grown perennials. This
sometimes barbaric exercise will
ensure healthy and vigorous
growth in the original plant and
create additional new plants.

Another job this month is
replanting. Anything to be moved
before it gets too established can be
dug up and replanted without too
much problem.
And finally plan and plant summer
bulbs. Buy them in March and early
April ready to be planted mid April
onward.
Green fingers and muddy boots!

David Wicks

MARCH/APRIL WALKS
The informal walking group that’s run from Cropredy by David Hawkins
(01295 758228) has two walks planned for the coming month:
Date

Route

Distance

Depart

Additional Info

March
23

Culworth, Sulgrave,
Greatworth, Marston
St Lawrence, Thorpe
Mandeville

8.5 miles

9:30am
23 Kyetts
Corner

Please bring own lunch. Contact
David to confirm as some car space
may be available.

April 6

Canal, Chacombe,
Wardington

6.5 miles

10:00am
Cropredy Lock

Please bring own elevenses.

Courier --
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EASTER RECIPE
Simnel Cake
Ingredients:
225g Butter, softened, 225g Sugar
4 Eggs, 225g plain flour
225g sultanas, 110g currants
110g glacé cherries, quartered
grated zest of 2 Oranges
grated zest of 2 Lemons
2 tsp ground Cinnamon
450g almond paste
2 tbsp apricot jam
1 Egg, beaten

LOCAL HOUSEKEEPER
AVAILABLE
I HAVE OVER 25 YEARS
EXPERIENCE OF HOUSEKEEPING
DUTIES WITHIN HOTELS AND
PRIVATE HOMES,
INCLUDING CLEANING, COOKING &
LAUNDRY.
I HAVE A FULL, CLEAN DRIVING
LICENCE, LOVE ANIMALS, AND CAN
PROVIDE EXCELLENT
REFERENCES.
IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A DAILY
PERSON, PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL.

CAROL - 07910 245762
BIN COLLECTIONS:
MARCH/APRIL
GREEN BIN
Fri 19 March
Fri 2 April
Fri 16 April
BLUE & BROWN BINS
Fri 26 March
Fri 9 April
Fri 23 April

Method:
Pre-heat oven to 150°C. Place the butter,
sugar, eggs, flour, sultanas, currants, glace
cherries, orange zest, lemon zest and
cinnamon in a large mixing bowl and beat
together until thoroughly blended.
Place half the mixture in a buttered and
lined 20cm deep round cake tin and level
the surface. Take one-third of the almond
paste and roll it out into a circle the size of
the tin. Place it on top of the cake mixture.
Spoon the remaining cake mixture over and
smooth the surface.
Bake the cake for about 2½ hours until
well risen and firm to the touch. Cover with
foil after 1 hour if the top is browning too
quickly. Allow the cake to cool in the tin for
10 minutes before turning out onto a wire
rack to cool completely.
When the cake has cooled, brush the top
with the warmed apricot jam and roll out
half of the remaining almond paste to fit the
top. Press firmly on the top and crimp the
edges to decorate. Mark a criss-cross
pattern on the almond paste with a sharp
knife. Form the remaining almond paste
into 12 balls (to represent the 12 apostles).
Arrange the balls around the outside.
Preheat the grill. Place the cake under the
preheated grill to turn the almond paste
golden.

Courier -- March 2010
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Village Diary
March/April 2010

Tuesday 16 March
Cluster Care 15th Birthday Coffee & Cakes
Sports Pavilion, Cropredy, 10.30am onwards
Tuesday 16 March
Mobile Library visits
Corner Church Lane/Main Street, 12.40pm - 12.55pm
Wednesday 17 March
Church Room, 10.30am - Midday

Jubilee Group Coffee Morning

Tuesday 30 March
Mobile Library visits
Corner Church Lane/Main Street, 12.40pm - 12.55pm
Wednesday 7 April
Church Room, 2.30pm - 4pm

Beetle Drive

Tuesday 13 April
Mobile Library visits
Corner Church Lane/Main Street, 12.40pm - 12.55pm
Monday 19 April
Heating Oil For Less Oil Order placed
[To join HOFL and/or place an order call Paul on 690119]
Saturday 24 April
Cluster Care Fundraising Evening
Mollington Village Hall, 7.30pm onwards [See p.3 for more details]
Wednesday 28 April
Special Church Service
St James the Great Church, 7pm [See p.3 for more details]
Wednesday evenings in term time Claydon Art Group, Church Room, Contact Kath on 690392

If you would like an item included in Village Diary
please pass on details to any member of the Courier team (see overleaf)

.
Weekly Church Services at St. James
the Great Church, Claydon
21 March: 10am United Benefice 4 April: 11am Easter Communion
Service
11 April: 8.30am Holy Communion
28 March: 9.30am Holy Communion Wednesday mornings: 10am Holy Communion
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Back Page
On the buses

Now that the weather is starting to show a more spring-like head
more of us are venturing out and about. For anyone heading into
Banbury there is an alternative to the car: the village still has a daily
bus service and the more people who use it, the more likely it will
thrive.
The bus leaves the village by the Church at 10.02am, dropping off at
the Post Office and Bus Station. The return service leaves the Bus
Station at 11.50am (must request Claydon with the driver) or 2pm.
Tickets cost £2.10 (£4 return) for adults and £1.45 (£2 return) for
children aged 5-15. Dogs travel for 50p each journey.
C

The Courier is brought to you each month by:
Anne Hoggins (690675)
David Wicks (690267)
Karen Jackson (690015)
Kate Wicks (690267)
Lisa Simmons (690155)

Mark Simmons (690155)
Paul Gallagher (690119)
Russ Jackson (690015)
Tim Cozze-Young (690139)
Vicky Smith (690192)

Claydon & Clattercote Courier
Be part of your Courier! We welcome
all contributions & will always try to
publish material received.
Drop contributions in to 5 Bignolds
Close, (tel 690155), email them to
courier@claydonvillage.net or pass them
on to a member of the Courier team.
We retain the right to edit or reduce
content to fit the space available.

Advertising/Sponsorship
The Courier is totally self-funded
and relies on the support of local
individuals and businesses.
To make a donation, take out
sponsorship or place an advert,
please contact Paul Gallagher on
690119 or talk to any of the team.

Deadline for the next issue is April 1.

