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WINE TASTING IS CORKER OF AN EVENT
Claydon’s Church Room was
bursting at the seams at the wine
tasting event with Banbury wine
merchant SH Jones held on 14 May.

SH Jones’ Tim Carlisle presided
over the evening which included
tasting a variety of New World and
Old World wines and answering a
myriad of questions from our
curious wine tasters.
Everyone present was shown how
to properly taste each wine and
were then given an interesting and
informative explanation about
where each hailed from and the
grape variety and growing
conditions needed.
The delicious vins were washed
down with cheeses and nibbles and
the event raised a rosy £173 to go
towards funding future issues of the
Courier .

We were delighted to see not only
Claydonians but people who had
travelled from further afield to
attend the event. Thanks to
everyone who donated raffle prizes
and to those who helped organise a
most fun and informative event.

After the wine tasting, the evening
carried on into the Courier Late
Lounge, our informal bar format
which is open to all. I have to say a
few stayed on until well past
midnight!

Lisa Simmons

In this issue...
·

Gig in the Church - last
chance for tickets

·

House fire on Main Street

·

Claydon Family Fun Day
planned for 17 July

·

New Church Room curtains

JUNE/JULY WALKS
Two walks are planned in the next
month by the informal walking
group that’s run from Cropredy by
David Hawkins on Tuesdays 29
June and 13 July. For more details
of times and places, please call
David on (01295) 758228.
C

DID YOU KNOW?...
Walnut Gardens used to be a
field housing pigs and stys.

FIRE ON MAIN STREET

Five emergency vehicles, including three
fire tenders, attended a house fire on
Main Street on the afternoon of 18 May.
Fortunately no-one was hurt in the
blaze, although an upstairs room and
garage roof were partly damaged. C

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS...
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Barn Farm Plants

Smith & Ronaldson

Upper Wardington, Banbury, Oxon

www.barnfarmplants.co.uk

Open 7 days a week

Builders
Specialists in stonework, extensions and
loft conversions
01295 690559
01327 261590

01295 758080

Southam Road
Farnborough
Banbury
01295 690479

Tobin

Property
AGENTS

Letting your property?
Full Management
The Letting Service
TFI and
Inventory Services

TUES to SAT 10:00am - 5:30pm
SUNDAY 10:30am - 4:30pm
(Mid Oct-Feb Tues-Sat 9:00-4:30)

LETTING

We offer a range of services including:

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN
WON’T COST THE EARTH

Jones
THE

“Letting more properties to better tenants at better rents”
Tel: (01869) 248254

Fax: (01869) 253394

www.tobinjones.com

Your Local Carpenter

M.C. CARPENTRY
Julian Aldred
Electrician
T (01295) 750749
E julian@ja-electrics.co.uk

LOOSE COVERS, ROMAN BLINDS,
CURTAINS AND CUSHIONS
All made using your own choice of fabrics.

Contact Mandy Ward
on 01295 690474 or 07960 898599

www.mandyward.co.uk

For all Carpentry & Joinery Services Domestic and
Commercial
For a Professional and Affordable Service
Call Matthew Clark on:
01295 690340
07814 891226
Email - mc_carpentry@yahoo.co.uk

Quality
Indian
Cuisine
No 2 Hanwell Mews, Hanwell Fields, OX16 1AP

(
or
Please mention the Courier when dealing with our sponsors. Thanks!

LOCAL PRODUCE WANTED

DIRTY VOICE
LIVE AT
ST JAMES THE
GREAT
CHURCH

We are planning to have a stall
selling local produce and products
at Claydon’s Fun Dog Show on 17
July (see p.7). We would
appreciate any donations of locally
grown fruit and veg, plants, eggs,
home made cakes and preserves.
Please contact me on 690192 if you
are able to donate anything. All
contributions would be gratefully
received. Monies will go to village
causes. Thanks in advance.

Vicky Smith

Saturday 26 June
8pm-11pm

BLUE PLAQUE TO BE
UNVEILED THIS AUTUMN

Bar & hot snacks
available from
Church Room from
7pm

The blue plaque ceremony is due to
take place on Saturday 25
September - ie it will not take place
on 19 June. More details to follow
nearer the time. [Also see p.9]
C

CHECK YOUR £20 NOTES

Only £5 !!

Twenty Pound notes first printed in
1999 bearing the picture of Edward
Elgar are being withdrawn from
circulation and will cease to be legal
tender from the end of this June.
Shops and banks will no longer be
obliged to accept them after this
date. New £20 notes, with an image
of Adam Smith, appeared in 2007
and will continue to be legal tender.

Funds raised shared equally
between the Church and
the band, Dirty Voice

C

If you are able to donate any CDs,
DVDs or videos that can be sold at
the event, please contact Terri on
690136.

Courier --

Tickets available from
Julie Williams (690316)
or Terri Jones (690136)
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Courier IN DENIAL

CHURCH BELL SILENT

Entries for this year’s Courier
travel competition continue to
wend their way home. This
month’s picture comes from
Freddy and Simon Bull of Walnut
Gardens, who took an issue with
them to Egypt, including a boat
excursion on the Nile.
Why not take the latest issue on
your summer holiday and take a
photo of you/your family with the
Courier and send it to us (details
C
on back page).

The group of volunteers who
kindly took on the daily task of
winding Claydon’s faceless church
clock has dissolved after less than
two years, due to lack of numbers
and safety concerns. The Parochial
Church Council has agreed to apply
for grants to automate the
C
mechanism.
Church News
proudly sponsored by

Richard &
Company

COLOURFUL ADDITIONS
TO CHURCH ROOM

CLAYDON GOVERNOR
FOR CROPREDY SCHOOL
Mark Simmons of Bignolds Close
has been appointed a Community
Governor of Cropredy CE School.
One of his first tasks is to develop
a strategic communications plan
for the primary school, which is
about to undergo substantial
building work this summer.

The curtains in the Church Room
are being replaced and already the
curtains in the main room have
been changed by a bright, new
fabric, complete with tie-backs.
(For those using the curtains in
future: the tie-backs don’t need to
be tied and untied - they can be
simply unhooked and hooked to
draw the curtains!) The curtains in
the vestibule and the kitchen are
due to follow. Thanks to Terri
Jones of Crossing Lane for doing
C
such a fantastic job.

New children are welcome and
changes to the school placements
system mean that parents from a
much wider area are now able to
send their children to Cropredy. C
Courier --
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PETE’S PINT - A regular review of local hostelries
The Plough, Warmington
When this pub first opened its doors
in Warmington Queen Liz 1st was
about halfway through her reign, yes
1597 was their opening time. It has
always been a pub, complete with
the second hand ships beams to hold
up the roof. Only the other week to
bring it into the 21st century they
tarmaced the car park at the back so
progress still carries on. The car
park also has a ‘beer garden’ with
lots of benches at the side to enjoy
your wetter ‘alfresco’ if you prefer...
Richard is yer man to serve you a
pint or three and also keep a good
cellar, yes it is down a flight of steps
behind the bar below a trap door.
You can have up to 4 different beers
on tap, the only one to stay as the
standard bitter is Green Kings IPA,
nice. You may also have the usual
lagers and the very nice Black Beer
from Ireland. But they change most
weeks to any other beers from
anywhere in the country, great!

Talking of great, now we get to Den,
she is the Mrs Landlord and does her
magic in the kitchen. The meals are
huge in size and so is the value. I
have never got to a second course
yet. It is all home made, she has a
specials board and cooks up a storm.
The place is 100% a great British
country pub, no messing. If they get
busy then you find a local or two will
just drop behind the bar to help out,
no problem with that. The hours are
these: weekends open all day,
weekdays the usual, but the drinks
do get cheaper between 7-9pm,
£2.50 a pint Friday’s and the
weekend, during the week it is 20p
off a pint between 6-7pm. Yes, The
Plough at Warmington is in good
hands, all are welcome, including
kids and dogs. I don’t usually put a
phone number in, but it is one of our
690’s then it has 666 to follow, no
nosh on a Monday though.

rs!
Chee Pete

CLAYDON VISIT FROM DOWN UNDER
Robyn Heaney and husband Mark
from Queensland, Australia spent a
day in Claydon on 11 May as part of
their first visit to the UK. Robyn is
the daughter of former resident
David Webb (see Courier, Feb
2010). The Heaneys were given a
tour of the village by Eric Bates and
welcomed to David’s former home
at Sundial Farm by current owners
C
Margaret and Alan Bricknell.
Courier --
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WHAT SHALL WE DO THIS WEEKEND?
Our family (my wife Karen and our
two kids) had planned to spend the
weekend doing chores. The garden
needed some attention, and some
DIY had my name on it. Then a
couple of alternatives popped up.

Karen even found someone
handing out samples of toffee
vodka – a souvenir now sits in the
fridge. Heading home we had that
satisfied feeling of a thoroughly
good family day out.

A quick check on the internet
showed there was an off road day
scheduled for the Sunday at Avon
Dassett quarry. I was keen to see
what my old jeep could do with the
new knobbly tyres I’d recently
purchased – so Sunday was
booked.

On Sunday I headed over to the
quarry with the kids in the old jeep.
I’d been once before with Jess so
knew the way around. Sure enough,
the new tyres afforded more grip
than the ones we had on the last
visit – but not so much more that
we didn’t get stuck within the first
10 minutes. No worries, there’s
always someone nearby with a
towing hitch. A short drag
backwards and we were off again.

Then another pleasant surprise;
after noting the weather forecast
looked good we were offered a
family ticket to Warwick Castle by
our neighbour who had won it.
Saturday too then was booked.
The day at the castle was excellent.
Though it’s right on our doorstep
I’d never been. My first impression
was just how fantastic the
condition of the castle is. It’s had
some repairs over the years, but
it’s complete and intact – right
down to the furnished rooms.
After climbing up to the towers I
wanted to take in the views, and
the kids couldn’t wait to move on
and see what was around the next
corner. We watched some fabulous
birds in the falconry display, and
ate ice creams whilst watching the
trebuchet in action.
Courier --

One of our favourite bits is a long
“puddle” a few feet deep, we must
have been through this a dozen
times. We encountered a tricky bit
later when trying to squeeze past a
parked vehicle on a narrow track,
trying to avoid the deep puddle on
the left. Alas the mud was too slick
and we slid sideways into the deep
stuff, ending up with the right side

June 2010
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on the damp ground and the left
about 3 feet deep. Undeterred we
ploughed through and up the exit
slope. There, however, we were
once again defeated by a lack of
ground clearance – a reminder of
how extreme much of this site is.

CLAYDON
FAMILY SUMMER
FUN DAY
Saturday 17 July
Afternoon
for Dog Lovers & Fun Seekers
BBQ & Licensed Bar from
12.30pm
Fun Dog Show from 1.30pm
Children’s Activities & Raffle

After getting dragged out this time
we managed to keep ourselves out
of trouble for the rest of the day.
After four hours of mud plugging
we felt fully satisfied and headed
home to a roast dinner. Aren’t
Sundays great?
Russ Jackson

FREE ENTRY
(£1 per class per dog for dog show entries)

Evening
for Dancing & Socialising

Oxfordshire Advocacy
Wanted! Volunteer Advocates!
Help others get their voices heard
Advocacy is making sure people get
their wishes and choices heard and
taken into account on matters of
importance to them.
If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer advocate or want more
information, please contact us on
(01865) 741200, email us at
oadg@oadg.org.uk or visit
www.oadg.org.uk
Reg. Charity No. 1131403

Courier --

BBQ Supper & Licensed Bar
from 6.30pm
Barn Dance from 7.30pm
Additional Activities inc. Raffle
£6 Adults / £3 Children
Tickets (include burger/hot
dog) on sale now - call Vicky
Smith on (01295) 690192
Funds raised shared equally between the
Church, the Playing Field and the Courier.
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This month’s Courier is kindly sponsored by

(01295) 758330

(07828) 129907

www.cherwellfencing.co.uk
Cherwell Fencing is a Cropredy-based company run by Leon
Warren. They specialise in all types of fencing and are proud to be
members of Oxfordshire County Council’s Buy with Confidence
Scheme, which is regulated and audited by Trading Standards.
Cherwell Fencing are specialists in steel security
fencing, closeboard fencing, picket fencing,
bespoke panels and decking. They also supply
and erect all types of gates, including arched
top tongue and groove, basic entrance gates,
field gates and security gates, all of which are
made to order.
Leon says: “We pride ourselves on high quality workmanship and
attention to detail and only use the best quality materials available.
We have an excellent local reputation and will continue to provide a
consistent level of service to all our clients, old and new. We aim to
leave our customers not just feeling they have had a product
erected, but a professional service with a personal touch.”

Courier --
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING NOTES - MAY 2010
A Parish Council meeting took
place on 11 May, with 6 villagers,
plus District councillor Ken Atack
and County councillor George
Reynolds, present. The main points
raised were:
Blue Plaque – Cllr Robert Adams
reported that grant funding was
being sought for the £1,000 cost of
producing the plaque (recognising
the lives of Claydon clockmakers
the Knibb brothers) and rebuilding
the Church Room wall to which it
will be fixed. The Parish Council
agreed to underwrite any costs
should funding not be forthcoming
from other sources. There will be a
public unveiling of the plaque later
this year [see p.3].
Allotments – These are all now let,
though the villagers may have to
pay (via the Council) for rubbish to
be removed from the land if it
cannot be established who was
responsible for placing it there.
Neighbourhood Watch - Cllr Clive
Mutch reported that attempts to
boost numbers had been
unsuccessful and there is still only
a handful of members.
Bus Services – The council is to
write to the local authorities asking
why the superior service levels
offered by Geoff Amos were
rejected, in favour of those put
forward by Stagecoach, which were
subsequently accepted last year.
Courier --

Manor Farm Barn – Cherwell
District Council is awaiting further
details from the landowner. Its
deadline has not been met for this
information and the Parish Council
therefore suggested that Cherwell
should proceed with enforcement
action to prevent occupation of the
property.
Land near Otter Hollow – The
Parish Council repeated its concern
about development of the land
bordering on the Oxford Canal. Cllr
Atack suggested villagers form a
group to regularly monitor activity.
Cherwell District Council is
considering enforcement action
against land owners.
Parish Council Minutes Councillors turned down an offer
from the Courier Team to
include their official minutes as an
insert into the Courier. Villagers
who would like a copy may request
it to be emailed/given to them.
Next Parish Council meeting:
Tuesday 13 July, Church Room,
7.30pm. All welcome.
C

Sue Upton was presented with flowers
to thank her for her work as Clerk. The
search for her replacement is on-going.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Scotch Eggs (serves 8)

Classified
Classified adverts are FREE for
villagers. Just give the text of your
ad to any member of the Courier
team or email it to
courier@claydonvillage.net

FREE RANGE EGGS - for sale,
will deliver in Claydon. Call
Anne on 690675 or 07870
352949.
FARMYARD MANURE - well
rotted, collection only. Call
Anne on 690675 or 07870
352949.
LOCAL HOUSEKEEPER
AVAILABLE

Ingredients:
1lb pork sausage meat
9 free range eggs
Breadcrumbs
Method:
Hard boil 8 eggs. Beat the last egg
and place in shallow dish. Roll out
the sausage
meat on a
lightly
floured
pastry
board.
Cover the
hard boiled
eggs with sausage meat, roll in the
beaten egg and cover with
breadcrumbs. Fry gently in a pan
with a small amount of cooking oil
turning often to enable the sausage
meat to be cooked evenly.

I HAVE OVER 25 YEARS
EXPERIENCE OF HOUSEKEEPING
DUTIES WITHIN HOTELS AND
PRIVATE HOMES,
INCLUDING CLEANING, COOKING &
LAUNDRY.

Supplied by Sam Hoggins, Hyltons at the
Moon & Sixpence, Hanwell, Telephone
(01295) 730544

I HAVE A FULL, CLEAN DRIVING
LICENCE, LOVE ANIMALS, AND CAN
PROVIDE EXCELLENT
REFERENCES.

GREEN BIN
Fri 25 June
Fri 9 July
Fri 23 July
BLUE & BROWN BINS
Fri 18 June
Fri 2 July
Fri 16 July

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A DAILY
PERSON, PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL.

CAROL - 07910 245762
Courier --

BIN COLLECTIONS:
MAY/JUNE
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Artwork: Jessica Jackson
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Village Diary

d

June/July 2010

Wednesday 16 June
Church Room, 10.30am - Midday

Jubilee Group Coffee Morning

Monday 21 June
Heating Oil For Less Oil Order placed
[To join HOFL and/or place an order call Paul on 690119]
Tuesday 22 June
Mobile Library visits
Corner Church Lane/Main Street, 12.40pm - 12.55pm
Saturday 26 June
Dirty Voice Gig in the Church
Church & Church Room, 7pm - 11pm [See page 3 for more details]
Tuesday 6 July
Mobile Library visits
Corner Church Lane/Main Street, 12.40pm - 12.55pm
Wednesday 7 July
Church Room, 2.30pm - 4pm

Beetle Drive

Tuesday 13 July
Parish Council Meeting
Church Room, 7.30pm [Public meeting. All villagers welcome.]
Saturday 17 July
Family Summer Fun Day - Fun Dog Show
Playing Field, From 12.30pm [See page 7 for more details]
Saturday 17 July
Family Summer Fun Day - Barn Dance
Playing Field, From 6.30pm, Adults £6/Children £3 [See page 7 for more details]
Wednesday evenings in term time Claydon Art Group, Church Room, Contact Kath on 690392

If you would like an item included in Village Diary
please pass on details to any member of the Courier team (see overleaf)

.
Weekly Church Services at St. James
the Great Church, Claydon
20 June: No service. Canal Service, 4 July: 9.30am Holy Communion
Cropredy, 10am
11 July: 8.30am Holy Communion
27 June: 10am Family Service
Wednesday mornings: 10am Holy Communion
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Dog owners should lead the way

When out walking with your dog/s, if they are lively and tend not to
come to heal please consider putting them on a lead to avoid
distress to other dogs and passers-by.
It would be really appreciated if dog owners could pick up dog mess
left by their animals. Spare bags are available free of charge on the
notice board on the Playing Field, in the Church Room, or call Tim
on 690139.
The best person to contact immediately if you see a stray dog (or
one that appears neglected or cruelly treated) is the Cherwell dog
warden. He can be contacted on (01295) 221632 or (07974) 326739. C

The Courier is brought to you each month by:
Anne Hoggins (690675)
David Wicks (690267)
Kate Wicks (690267)
Lisa Simmons (690155)
Mark Simmons (690155)

Paul Gallagher (690119)
Pete Kearney (690571)
Russ Jackson (690015)
Tim Cozze-Young (690139)
Vicky Smith (690192)

Claydon & Clattercote Courier
Be part of your Courier! We welcome
all contributions & will always try to
publish material received.
Drop contributions in to 5 Bignolds
Close, (tel 690155), email them to
courier@claydonvillage.net or pass them
on to a member of the Courier team.
We retain the right to edit or reduce
content to fit the space available.

Advertising/Sponsorship
The Courier is totally self-funded
and relies on the support of local
individuals and businesses.
To make a donation, take out
sponsorship or place an advert,
please contact Paul Gallagher on
690119 or talk to any of the team.

Deadline for the next issue is July 1.

