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CHURCHYARD WALL REPAIR 

 UNDER WAY 

 

Work began to repair the crack and stabilise the churchyard wall on 

11th February.  It is estimated to take 12 days. 

The condition had become so unsafe that parents taking and 

collecting children to and from the school bus were advised to use 

the official bus stop at the end of Manor Park. 

This arrangement has the potential for traffic to pass by, if the bus 

avoids the narrow section of the road when stopping. 



Update from the Parochial Church Council 

The work on the graveyard wall is now under way. The delays we have 

experienced have been due to obtaining faculty permissions, but after 

urging the diocese to take notice of our growing concern, results are finally 

on the horizon.  

It is a very expensive undertaking - in the region of £13,500 because of the 

length of the wall and nature of a graveyard which itself has implications. 

Hopefully there will be no unforeseen extras.  

In addition to local fundraising we are grateful for support from a Diocesan 

grant which has recently been offered to us. We also acquired a grant from 

Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust for £1000 which helps.  

We would like to offer our sincere thanks to all the villagers who have 

given support to this project through 100 club contributions, individual 

donations and Jubilee coffee morning raffles.  

We will still need to fundraise as this project will deplete our restoration 

account considerably.  

 

Therefore, we have another concert in April! Gospel Bell are coming to 

Claydon on Friday April 26th to play in the church. They will be playing 

American Gospel Blues that will be a real toe tapping treat not to be 

missed. Contact Adele (Pom) for tickets at £7.50 which includes a drink. 

07963 646 123  

Adele Al-Anazi 

STOP PRESS 

The PCC is looking to recycle food and drink cans as part 

of its fundraising effort. 

In preparation please start saving your cans after washing. 

More details will be available later. 

 



 



VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATOR 

Claydon now has its own defibrillator thanks to a grant from the National 

Lottery.  It has been installed on the wall of the Church Room, courtesy of 

the Church Room Committee.  A movement sensitive light, which will 

provide an additional benefit to users of the Church Room, has also been 

installed. 

A practice defibrillator was made 

available for a short time and, due 

to a great interest from villagers, 9 

training sessions were held, and 

attended by a total of 22 villagers.  

Many thanks to local paramedic 

Chrissy Ames for her considerable 

time spent in running these 

sessions.  Thanks also go to Clive 

Mutch for his work on organising 

the selection, purchase and 

installation of the defibrillator. 

As the village lies on the border of 

three ambulance service territories, 

it has been registered with all of 

them to ensure that they have the 

access code should a 999 call go 

through to their area.  When 

making a 999 call, the operator will ask for the code on the front of the 

defibrillator cabinet.  On being given the code (AGA 117), the operator will 

provide the code to unlock the cabinet to access the defibrillator. 

INCONSIDERATE PARKING 

There have been complaints from villagers regarding the obstruction 

caused by vehicles parking on pavements, particularly in Manor Park.  

Residents are asked to be considerate when parking and ensure that 

sufficient space is left for pushchairs and wheelchairs to pass by. 

 



There is also regular obstruction of the junction of Main Street and 

Mollington Road when the  Church Room is in use on Wednesday 

evenings.  Visitors to our village are requested to observe the Highway 

Code. 

OTHER PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

Parish Council Meetings were held on 8th January and 4th February.  The 

January meeting was attended by District Councillor Phil Chapman.  The 

following items were discussed: 

PLANNING 

Top Lock 

The Parish Council raised no objections to the variation of a condition to 

make alterations to fenestration and materials and insertion of one roof 

light and a flue. 

Cherwell District Council has approved the following applications: 

Mole House (formerly 1 Clattercote Cottages) – replacement of a garage 

door with a upvc door and window 

OS Parcel 2637 Mollington Road – erection of a pole barn 

Corner Cottage-replacement and lowering of ground floor fireplace 

mantel. 

VILLAGE TREES 

The County and District Councils have been unwilling to provide details of 

the trees which they own in the parish.  

It was therefore agreed to go ahead with the planned expert survey. 

DOG LANE 

It was agreed that the Clerk would investigate the process of registering 

Dog Lane as a public footpath. 

GRIT BINS 

Since the meeting the new grit bins have been installed and are awaiting 

filling. 

VILLAGE GREEN 

Further options for the repair of the Village Green wall are being 

considered and quotations requested. 



ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE (ACV) 

It was agreed to renew the application to maintain the Church Room as an 

ACV. 

BUDGET AND PRECEPT 

The Budget for 2019/20 was set at £12,875 and the Precept at £10,961.  

The shortfall will be met from reserves. 

CLERK VACANCY 

It was agreed that the Clerk position will be shared for a period of 12 

months. 

COUNCILLOR RESIGNATION 

Councillor Millward has resigned from the Parish Council.  He is thanked 

for the considerable contribution that he has made. 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

Parish Council Elections will be held on Thursday 2nd May.  Anyone 
wishing to stand (including existing Parish Councillors) must hand in 
their nomination papers at Bodicote House by 4 pm on Wednesday 
3rd April. 

Playing Field Update 

In the last few months we have replaced the safety matting under the 

swings and the see-saw, we’ve also replaced the picnic bench (the other 

one was rotten) and had all the play equipment cleaned.   The new 

matting should mean that it is safer and easier to continue playing on the 

park during the wet months.   Many thanks to Ronnie for removing the old 

bench and also taking out the slide which unfortunately had also rotted. 

You might have noticed that one of the baby swings has broken.   We have 

got replacement baby seats and chains for all of the swings.   These are 

currently in the container and we are just waiting for the slightly better 

weather to arrive before we fit them. 



We would like to now raise enough money to replace the slide.   If anyone 

has any ideas for fund raising activities please let me know.   We are 

holding another jumble sale on 2nd March so if anyone would be 

interested in helping please contact me. 

Finally, you might have noticed that we have started painting the fences.  

This is a big job, but it needs doing.   Once spring arrives, we will organise 

a painting day and if you are available, please come down to the play area 

and lend a hand. 

Thanks to everyone in the village who has helped, attended events, 

donated money, time and items for our various events over the last few 

years. 

Pamela Putt 

Chair, Claydon Playing Field Management Committee 

Pamela.putt@yahoo.co.uk 

JUMBLE NEEDED FOR THE CLAYDON JUMBLE SALE 

Clothes, books, bric a brac etc 

No big items 

Please drop off at the Church Room 

Friday 1st March between 6- 8 

Saturday 2nd March between 12- 1 

We are raising money to buy a new slide for the playground 

Thanks for your support 

We hope to see you at the sale. 

Claydon PFMC 
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HORTON HOSPITAL CAMPAIGN 

On the insistence of the Secretary of State for Health, a cross border 

Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee (HOSC), known as the 

Horton HOSC has been appointed to review the options for a 

maternity service at the Horton.  It includes councillors from 

Oxfordshire, Warwickshire and Northants.  So far three meetings 

have been held and at the last one, in December, the Committee 

heard harrowing accounts from women who had been forced to 

transfer mid-labour from the Horton to Oxford. 

As part of the process, all women who have given birth since the 

closure of consultant led maternity at the Horton are to be contacted 

and given the opportunity to relate their experiences. 

Another successful Poppy Collection for Cropredy & 

District! 

District organiser David Upton has reported another year’s 

splendid collection for the 2018 British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

A slight increase on last year, £2,034.64 was raised with house 

to house collections and donations from Cropredy, the Bourtons 

and Claydon and Clattercote. 

“Another great year” said David “only possible because of the 

wonderful volunteers who collect on behalf of the Legion and 

the residents who give so generously each year” 

Our very grateful thanks to Anne Hoggins who collects for us, 

we know she takes some of her annual holiday to ensure that the 

collection is made in Claydon and Clattercote and we can’t 

thank her enough. 



BEETLE DRIVE 

The monthly Beetle Drives take place on the first Wednesday of 

every month in the Church Room with proceeds in aid of St. 

James Church. 

The admission charge is £3.50 which also includes a ticket for 

the raffle and refreshments. 

Cluster Care 

Are you, or someone you know, having difficulty getting out and 

about but would enjoy a day out every week in good company? 

We meet every Tuesday from 10am to 3pm at the Cropredy Sports 

Pavilion hosted by our trained volunteers. We enjoy many different 

activities from board games and quizzes to visits by speakers and 

the local school (a particular favourite!). We love to celebrate 

birthdays and have fun with singalongs too.  

Each week we enjoy a welcoming tea or coffee on arrival plus a 

freshly cooked 2 course meal for lunch. Then we have tea or coffee 

before we leave with home baked cakes. 

Cluster Care is a well known and respected charity available to 

residents in the villages around Cropredy and our aim is to take 

good care of all of our members and provide a day of interest and 

enjoyment. We may be able to assist with transport too. 

For more info: https://clustercare.org.uk/Members/ or contact our 

qualified Lead Co-Ordinator Mo Sayer 07814 083275. 

 

 



St James the Great 100 Club Draw 

The winners of the Christmas 100 Club Draw were: 

1st prize - £100  Sybille Hippe 

2nd prize - £20 Tony Gebbels 

3rd prize - £10 Christine Griffiths 

Don’t let the sparks fly this winter 

Nearly 50% of all chimney fires in Oxfordshire happen during January, 
February and March. If you enjoy cosying up in front of a log fire, make 
sure the sparks don't fly at home this winter. 

Have a cosy home not a fire zone 

Get your chimney swept at least once a year, if you regularly have log fires 
get it swept more frequently 

If you have a 1st floor fireplace check that it is clear of debris 

Store logs away from the fireplace 

 Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service 

 

Live Better. Live Well Oxfordshire 

Looking for information about services and activities in 

Oxfordshire? Then Oxfordshire County Council’s Live Well 

Oxfordshire directory is the place to start your search – it’s easy 

to use and brings together over 2000 services and activities 

across the county. You’ll find useful information and advice on 

a range of subjects – all aimed at giving you greater choice and 

control over the support and services you or a loved one need at 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/livewell 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/livewell


Diary Dates  
BCP HOLY COMMUNION 
Sunday 17

th
 February 8.30 am at St James Church 

COFFEE MORNING 
Wednesday 20

th
 February 10:30 am in the Church Room 

LITTLE LIGHTS 
Thursday 21

st
 February 10.30 to 12.00 in the Church Room 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Sunday 24

th
 February 9.30 am at St James Church 

JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday 2

nd
 March 2.00 pm to 3.30 pm in the Church Room 

EVENING PRAYER 
Sunday 3

rd
 March 6.00 pm at St. James’ Church 

BEETLE DRIVE 
Wednesday 6

th
 March 2.30 to 4.30 pm in the Church Room 

UNITED BENEFICE COMMUNION  
Sunday 10

th
 March at 11.00 am at Mollington 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 12

th
 March 7:30 p.m. in the Church Room 

BCP HOLY COMMUNION  
Sunday 17

th
 March 8.30 am at St. James’ Church 

COFFEE MORNING 
Wednesday 20

th
 March 10:30 am in the Church Room 

LITTLE LIGHTS 
Thursday 21

st
 March 10.30 to 12.00 in the Church Room 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Sunday 24 March 9.30 am at St James Church 

MOTHERING SUNDAY FAMILY SERVICE 
Sunday 31

st
 March 4.00 pm at St James Church 
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