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VILLAGERS OPPOSE MARINA PLANS

One of the planning drawings showing the marina basin and irrigation lake
with Boddington Road on the left

As significant interest was expressed at the Parish Council Meeting
on 12th March, an extraordinary Parish Council Meeting was held on
2nd April to discuss the revised planning application for Glebe Farm
Marina with an entrance between the bridges on Boddington Road.
It had been necessary for the Parish Council to demand the
paperwork from Cherwell District Council as it was originally sent
just a single sheet of paper.
The difference from the original application is that the proposed
narrowboat numbers have been reduced from 250 to 192. The

majority of the issues raised as objections to the original proposal
remain the same.

It should be noted that although the objections remain
the same they will not be considered by the Planning
Committee, as the application will be regarded as a
new one. Objections must therefore be re-submitted.
One of the main concerns is the increase in traffic through the
village and along Boddington Road. The transport statement
submitted by the applicant describes Boddington Road as a rural
road with a width of around three to four metres with passing places.
This appears to be an exaggeration, as other than the passing place
at the canal bridge itself no one could think of another, unless the
driveway at Claydon Hay had been counted. Although the road
width is reasonable within the 30 mph limit, it narrows considerably
afterwards.
Traffic through the village is expected to approach from the A423
and Mollington Road. The dip on Mollington Road is particularly
dangerous and practically blind when the trees are in leaf, coinciding
with the time of year when most boat owners are likely to be
travelling to the marina.
Although construction traffic is expected to avoid Boddington Road
by entering the site via the neighbouring farm, once the marina is in
operation there will be large commercial vehicles delivering to the
site.
Another major concern is the effect on the landscape in a
Conservation Area. Soil will be excavated to create a large bank
around the marina, completely blocking the view across the valley.
The bank would be 4.5 metres (over 14 feet) above the Boddington

Road. This will be increased by dense tree planting. The caretaker
and clubhouse building will rise to 10 metres (over 32 feet) above
the level of the road. The paperwork failed to indicate the height of
the equipment in the maintenance yard.
Although the applicant has specified that the site will be lit by low
level lighting, the boats themselves and the clubhouse building will
add to the intrusion of lighting in the area.
There are also concerns regarding water stagnation in both the lake
and the marina and lack of water in the dry season.
The marina will be classed as recreational rather than residential.
However, there is no means of enforcing this rule, as has been
discovered in Cropredy with boat owners registered at the surgery
and their children attending Cropredy School.
Objections should be addressed to Clare O’Hanlon, Planning
Department, Cherwell District Council, Bodicote House, Banbury,
OX15 4AA or email dm.comments@cherwell-dc.gov.uk. quoting
reference 18/00904/F by 1st May.

In order to allow access from the canal to the marina, a section of towpath
will be removed and a bridge constructed for pedestrians and cyclists.

VILLAGE SUPPORT NEEDED TO MAKE
CAN RECYCLING WORTHWHILE
Many villagers will now be aware of the additional wheelie bin
located outside the Church Room.

It is there for the collection of food and drink cans plus aluminium foil
which has a scrap value and can be sold to support the church
restoration fund. It means that villagers do not have to reach into

their pockets to support the cause, but they just have to travel a little
further than outside to their own blue wheelie bin.
The scrap value is small (one alumium can is worth around 0.45p
and a steel can is worth much less) so a great number of cans are
needed to make the project worthwhile. Don’t forget that all of the
foil containers which come with ready meals can also be included.
It is hoped that enough cans etc can be collected by 30th April to
make transport to the scrap yard a viable proposition. Villagers are
urged to give their support.

CHURCHYARD WALL NOW REPAIRED

The before and after situation

PLAYING FIELD NEWS

Playground Update
Many thanks to the many people in the village who helped with the jumble sale –
whether it was donating items, cakes or money, helping with sorting donations,
selling on the day or taking left over items to charity shops, we are very grateful
to everyone. We raised just under £490 in total which we are really pleased
with.
We are raising money to replace the slide that had to be removed after 30+ years
of service. We are getting quotes for a new slide and are looking at single and
double slide options. A mound slide is expensive as it has to fit the mound
perfectly and be installed properly. Quotes so far have been around £6k – which
is a lot of money, but we hope that the next one will last another 30 years.
If you have been to Waitrose in Banbury recently then you will hopefully have
seen that we are one of the options for the green tokens – please support us and
put your tokens in the Claydon option. We are also waiting to hear if we are
going to be on the Tesco token options again.
We have more events planned for the rest of the year, the next one is the
Afternoon Tea, Raffle and Village Treasure Hunt on Sunday 28th April from 2pm –
4pm. Please come along, eat some home made cake and play some games.
We are also considering putting on a Summer Event again – if you would have
any ideas for stalls and could help run a stall, please let us know. Other ideas
include a Prosecco and Profiterole Tasting Evening and a Horse Racing Evening.
Finally, if anyone has any time that they could spend helping complete grant
request forms or sending letters asking for raffle prizes, we would be very
grateful.
Please contact me for details of our next fund raising meeting.
Pamela Putt, Chair, Claydon Playing Field Management Committee
Pamela.putt@yahoo.co.uk
07946 509174

Gentle Reminder
The majority of dog
walkers are fantastic and
enjoy using the playing
field and clean up after
their dogs - but
unfortunately there are one
or two who don't bother to
clean up after their dog and
they leave behind a mess.
There are poo bags
available at the playing
field - please let me know
if they are running low and
they can be refilled.
Please clean up after your
dogs and let everyone
enjoy the playing field in
this lovely weather.
Pamela Putt
Chair, Claydon PFMC

ROAD CLOSURE
Mollington Road will be closed on Sunday 7th July 2019 from 07.00
to 14.00.

Free
Well rotted farm yard manure bagged ready for collection. Call
07870 352949.

CLAYDON FOX GOES TO GROUND

Claydon Fox has hung up its keys after 22 years in business,
serving the local and not so local community with school contracts,
school outings, corporate work and private day and evening hire
with numerous trips to London, Ascot, Cheltenham and Windsor to
name but a few.
Groups from Claydon have enjoyed trips to the Pendon Museum in
Long Wittenham, and to Highgrove. (In all Les has taken parties to
Highgrove 26 times). More local trips have included a visit to the Fir
Tree Falconry followed by dinner at the Carpenter’s Arms in Lower
Boddington.
Some Claydon residents are members of the Cropredy based FIRS
group which has taken trips on a monthly basis to various markets,
garden centres and tourist attractions.
Claydon bus users were also very grateful when the Claydon Fox
was on hand to run a shuttle service to and from Cropredy to catch
the 277 bus on to Banbury, when Mollington Road was closed for
resurfacing.

Les has been working with coaches since leaving school, starting in
Daventry with Taylors Coaches in 1966 then later moving to Upper
Boddington to work for David Adkins of Adkins Coaches. His most
memorable trip during this time was driving the company’s very
temperamental circa 1949 Bedford OB. He collected a group from
Easton Neston Estate near Towcester and drove them to
Baggington Airfield, Coventry for a pleasure flight on a Dakota. As
not all of the party had turned up, Les was offered one of the spare
seats and enjoyed spectacular views of the surrounding countryside,
including Easton Neston Estate itself.
In 1997 Les started his own business with one coach operating from
Butlin Farm alongside the Bygones Museum which Cathy then ran,
having taken over from her father, Andrew Fox. Les and Cathy both
setup in business on Good Friday March 28th of that year. A bit of
an undertaking but no regrets. The business obtained a school
contract from the start. It meant a very busy afternoon schedule – a
pick up at Cropredy School at 2.30 pm, followed by Woodford Halse
School at 3.30 pm and finally Banbury College at 5.00 pm.
Soon a second coach was purchased and Cathy obtained her coach
license and was able to help with the driving, which was quite a lot in
the early years. As the business grew, Les employed Martin Wills,
who became a very long standing and loyal employee.
Adam joined the company in 2008 as the fleet had now grown to 5
coaches. Adam was a great asset to the company as he helped out
with a lot of the clerical work alongside the driving and doing all the
tour work. Together they built up a reputable business and became
highly regarded in the surrounding areas. School contracts varied
over the years, but finally finished with Silverstone, Badby and
Hornton.
The decision was made last year to close the business and think
about retirement. Now the coaches are all sold. Martin has moved
on to another coach company nearby. Adam starts new
employment in May after taking well deserved time off to get married
to Emma and enjoy their honeymoon. Cathy will be left to enjoy her
gardening and Les will have to get used to not working every day of
the week giving him more time to walk Rosie the boxer dog.

OTHER PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
The Parish Council Meeting on 12th March was attended by District
Councillor Phil Chapman and District and County Councillor George
Reynolds. The following further items were discussed:

PLANNING
Top Lock
The variation of a condition to make alterations to fenestration and
materials and insertion of one roof light and a flue has been approved by
Cherwell District Council.

VILLAGE TREES
The expert survey of the village trees remains outstanding.

DOG LANE
The registration of Dog Lane as a public footpath is awaiting receipt of the
application form.

GRIT BINS
The new grit bins have been filled, thanks to John and Jane Taggart.

VILLAGE GREEN
As the quotations for the repair of the Village Green wall were high and
there does not appear to be a health and safety risk it was decided to
leave the wall as it is for the present.

ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE (ACV)
The application has been submitted to renew the registration of the Church
Room as an ACV.

CLEAN UP OF ALLOTMENT AREA
Councillors agreed to consider economical ways of clearing rubbish from
the allotments.

COUNCILLOR HOGGINS STANDS DOWN
Councillor Anne Hoggins has decided not to stand for re-election after 16
years as a Parish Councillor. She is thanked for the considerable
contribution that she has made.

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
The forthcoming election will be uncontested as there are only 5
candidates. The new Parish Councillors will be Mark Ames, Gary
Denham, Sylvia Ingram, Jenny Jones and Veronica Purdey.

HORSE RIDING THROUGH THE VILLAGE
Car drivers are asked to be considerate when meeting horses on the road
and after a couple of recent incidents it seems worth reminding horse
riders of a few points in the Highway Code:
You should wear light coloured or fluorescent clothing in daylight and
reflective clothing in poor visibility and at night.
Before you take a horse onto the road you should ensure that you can
control it.
You should keep a horse that you are leading to your left.
Never ride more than two abreast and ride in single file on narrow or busy
roads and around bends.

HIRE THE CHURCH ROOM
at reasonable rates
Current fees are £9 per session which is deemed to be a
morning, afternoon or evening. There is a reduced fee
for groups or individuals who book for regular sessions of
12 or more per annum. To book contact Clive Mutch on
690610.

WANTED
If anyone knows of a local Avon representative please contact Anne
Hoggins on 07870 352949

Diary Dates
MORNING WORSHIP
th

Sunday 14 April 9.30 am at St James Church

COFFEE MORNING
th

Wednesday 17 April 10:30 am in the Church Room

HOLY WEEK REFLECTIONS
th

Wednesday 17 April 7.00 pm at St James Church

LITTLE LIGHTS
th

Thursday 18 April 10.30 to 12.00 in the Church Room

BCP HOLY COMMUNION
st

Sunday 21 April 8.30 am at St James Church

GOSPEL BELL CONCERT
th

Friday 26 April 7.30 pm at St James Church

AFTERNOON TEA
th

Sunday 28 April 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm in the Church Room

EVENING PRAYER
th

Sunday 28 April 6.00 pm at St. James’ Church

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
th

Monday 29 April 7.00 pm in the Church Room

MORNING PRAYER
st

Wednesday 1 May 9.00 am at St James Church

BEETLE DRIVE
st

Wednesday 1 May 2.30 to 4.30 pm in the Church Room

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
th

Tuesday 14 May 7:30 p.m. in the Church Room
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