
Claydon with Clattercote Newsletter 
 August/September 2019 

 

Cathy Bodily’s garden which, at its prominant point in the village, is much 

admired by villagers and visitors alike 

MARINA PLANS REVISED 

Revised plans have been submitted for the proposed marina at 

Glebe Farm.  The site of the entrance on the Boddington Road has 

been moved to midway between the canal bridge and the old railway 

bridge.  The internal access road has been reduced in length and a 

new reed bed introduced as part of a sewerage filtration system. 

The applicant has produced a Biodiversity Impact Assessment in 

response to concerns expressed by the Environment Agency which 

stated that the proposed development is incompatible with the Flood 



Zone, the Flood Risk Assessment is inadequate and the assessment and 

mitigation of the risks to nature conservation and fisheries are inadequate.  

It was also dissatisfied with the use of a non-mains foul drainage system in 

a publicly sewered area. 

This report has not been sent to the Parish Council but is available on the 

Cherwell District Council website under the reference 18/00904/F. 

It is expected that a decision will be made at CDC North Area Planning 

Committee meeting at Bodicote House on 19th September at 4.00 pm. 

Any comments previously submitted will be taken into account, but any 

further comments must be submitted no later than 13th September. 

There will be a short discussion on further comments at 7.00 pm on 

Tuesday 10th September, prior to the Parish Council Meeting.  

VILLAGE BUS SHELTER 

As the Parish Council had received complaints regarding the erection of a 

bus shelter at the bus stop, an extraordinary Parish Council Meeting was 

held on 12th August at 7.30 pm. 

Concerns raised included the site on the Top Green, the choice of shelter, 

the possibility of anti-social behaviour and that the total loss of a 

scheduled bus service would render the shelter to be a white elephant. 

Comments in favour included that it is unlikely that any schools are to be 

built in Claydon in the future, so the need for pupil transport will be 

ongoing.  Villagers with a car were also reminded that it only takes a small 

change in their health to render them unable to drive and be dependent on 

public transport. 

In response to claims that a decision had been made without any 

involvement of villagers, details of the campaign to provide a bus shelter 

for the village were explained: 

In 2013 a Transport Needs Survey was conducted with a 65.9% response 
from villagers.  Although most residents had the use of a car they were 
very sympathetic to the needs of those who didn’t and felt that the present 
bus service (at the time 1 bus per day) should be improved.  The resulting  



recommendation was that improvement to the shelter provision should be 

made to increase usage. 

The Parish Council minutes for May 2013, indicate that Councillor Rob 

Jones showed photographs of different styles of shelters in use in the 

nearby villages. 

It was agreed that two councillors would submit details of location, type of 

shelter, safety and costs to a future meeting. 

In terms of safety, the situation had been unsatisfactory since the size of 

buses prohibited the route from including Church Lane with the bus stop at 

the lime tree.  Passengers were reduced to waiting in the road outside the 

Church Room to catch the bus, and alighting into the gutter on the corner 

of Main Street on its return.  After consultation and a visit by the 

Information and Infrastructure Co-ordinator from Oxfordshire County 

Council, the bus stop was moved to its present location. 

In looking at types of shelter, several companies were contacted, each 

supplying a range of shelters.  A front page article in the Newsletter in July 

2014 brought the village up to date.  In terms of specification, bus users 

wanted to be protected from the wind and the rain and have somewhere to 

sit.  This meant a shelter with at least 3 sides. 

As the cost was a major issue, a modern glass and Perspex shelter was 

deemed to satisfy the specification requirements although residents 

around the village green preferred wood or stone.  At a shelter fundraising 

Tombola event, by this time it was 2015, a board of designs was displayed 

and villagers voted for their preferences (mainly based on the costs – 

around £7,000 inclusive of delivery and installation). 

The decision of a glass and Perspex shelter was not well received by all 

Parish Councillors.  It was only then that the proposed site of the shelter 

on the Village Green was challenged. 

The erection of any structure on a registered village green is prohibited. 

This means that although the most logical place for a shelter is the Lower 

Green which is registered, the shelter will be sited on the Top Green which 

is not.  An application could be made to de-register the Lower Green but 

this is not guaranteed.  The application fee (which is non-returnable) would 



be around £4900 and an alternative piece of land would need to be offered 

in its place. 

The project was halted due to insufficient funds, when the bus service was 

reduced to 1 per week, although the school bus journeys remain the same. 

 

It was suggested that the shelter offered by Farnborough (pictured above) 

without the bin would fulfil the criteria and that the site on the Top Green, 

although not the first choice, is the best location that the village can hope 

for.  It was agreed to install the shelter at a cost of around £1500 covering 

demolition, transportation and erection.  Modifications would be requested 

to reduce the size and install large Perspex windows in both sides. 

The majority of the cost will be met by the £1375.25 raised by various 

events and £155 originally promised by the Newsletter in return for 

villagers moving to electronic copies. 

It was agreed to purchase a new litter bin and arrange installation 

alongside the shelter once it is in place. It was also agreed to allow the 

residents overlooking the site of the bus shelter to choose the colour of the 



paint to be applied to the shelter at a later date.  Samples will be made 

available for inspection. 

OTHER PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

Parish Council Meetings were held on 14th May and 9th July.  The July 

meeting was attended by County and District Councillor George Reynolds.  

At the May meeting apologies were received from PC Councillor Ames. 

The following items were discussed: 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Councillor Ingram was elected as Chairman and Councillor Denham as 

Vice Chairman. 

GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 

The Parish Council agreed to adopt the General Power of Competence 

(GPC).  The Council became eligible following the recent election as all 5 

councillors were elected (rather than co-opted) and the Clerk is Certificate 

in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) qualified. 

PLANNING 

Haybridge Meadow 

Boddington Road Claydon Banbury OX17 1HB Ref. No: 19/00726/F  The 

erection of a static home and stable building, relocation of existing 

polytunnels and glasshouse, and change of use of agricultural land into 

equestrian use and associated alterations (Resubmission of 18/00582/F) –  

The Parish Council eventually approved this application by 3 votes to 2, 

but included comments regarding the non viability of the business plan.  It 

had taken several requests to CDC before all of the information was 

supplied. 

Councillors subsequently agreed that when applications are contentious a 
meeting will be held to decide the Parish response. 

CDC subsequently refused the application. 

General Comments 
At the July meeting, Councillor Reynolds announced that CDC will try to 
liaise more closely with Parish Councils over planning matters. 



UNCONTROLLED DOGS 

In the Public Participation Section, a resident complained that there are 

still issues with horses and dogs coming through the village from the 

Cropredy and Clattercote area.  The dogs do not appear to be under 

control, and when they defecate on paths and gardens the riders do not 

clear up.  It was agreed to send a polite note to the stables at Clattercote. 

BLUE BRICK PATH 

The section of the blue brick path between Sundial Farm and the Leys is 

very uneven.  As a result some of the elderly residents prefer to walk in the 

road.  It was suggested that as half of this section is already surfaced by 

tarmac which appears to wear better than the blue bricks, the remainder of 

the section should comply.  Some councillors were keen to preserve the 

heritage aspect of the village that the blue brick path gives.   

It was agreed to contact Oxfordshire County Council to request a repair, 

stressing the safety issue.  

WEBSITE 

The only concern raised as part of the annual audit was the fact the Parish 

Council do not have control of their own website and therefore cannot 

ensure that items go on at the required time.  Councillor Denham has 

investigated the compliance options and will bring a solution to the next 

meeting. 

FIX MY STREET 

Councillor Ames tel. 07917 086586 or email 

 mark.ames@oxfordshire.gov.uk volunteered to intervene if villagers are 

experiencing any problems using Fix-My-Street for pothole and drain 

repairs etc. 

LORRY WARNING SIGNS 

Councillor Reynolds stated that the signs to deter large unsuitable vehicles 

from passing through the village should be available in September. 

FUNDING FOR SLIDE 

The Parish Council had received a request to provide the remaining funds 

needed for the slide from the village precept.  It was agreed to investigate 



alternative sources of external funding before committing a large amount 

of precept money. 

EMPTY PROPERTIES 

Councillor Reynolds indicated that new regulations regarding empty 

properties are about to come into effect. 

VILLAGE MAP 

A member of the public requested that a village map should be made 

available. 

Request to Users of the Playing Field 

When entering the Playing Field, please use the official 

entrance.  Visitors entering the field from the gap below the 

Thames Water site have been tramping over an allotment. 

CAN RECYCLING 

DISCONTINUED 

Many thanks to those villagers who 

took part in the can collections in aid of 

St James Church. 

Unfortunately the volume of cans 

collected and the scrap value received 

for them were not sufficient to make the 

project worthwhile. 

Please use your own blue bin. 

 

POPPY COLLECTION 
Anne Hoggins will be touring the village collecting for the British Legion 

Poppy Appeal from Saturday 26th October to Saturday 9th November. 



HORTON HOSPITAL UPDATE 

During the last few years there has been a steady reduction in inpatient 

beds at the Horton, as it has moved towards becoming just a clinic, with 

day case surgery, outpatient and diagnostic appointments.  The Phase 1 

Consultation promised 90,000 additional appointments as it removed 

maternity, intensive care and stroke services.  It was expected that the 

subsequent Phase 2 would remove A & E in addition to other services. 

Now there appears to be a glimmer of a change of direction.  Phase 2 has 

been cancelled, and on 23rd July the Oxford University Hospital Trust 

(OUH) held two Horton promotional events at Banbury Town Hall – a fair 

in the afternoon and a public meeting in the evening. 

Talking to the Director of Operating Theatres at the Fair, it transpired that 

he is thinking of performing more complicated procedures which will 

require an overnight stay, for which more beds will need to be in place.  At 

the Public Meeting, the consultant in charge of A&E informed the audience 

of the commitment to A&E.  In response to a question, Chief Executive 

Bruno Holtof denied that he would be selling any land on the Horton site. 

There is still a long way to go before trust in the OUH can be regained and 

much depends on whether the Horton Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

(HHOSC) can insist on the return of consultant led maternity.  At their last 

meeting the Keep the Horton General Campaign Group had submitted a 

paper detailing all of the small maternity units in England still operating 

successfully with around the number of births that the Horton was 

delivering before closure.  Many still had training accreditation, although 

the OUH had insisted that 3500 births were required to qualify, with the 

subsequent removal of training accreditation making the Horton far less 

attractive to obstetricians seeking employment. 

It was suggested that representatives of some of the small units be invited 

to give evidence to the HHOSC, along with the Postgraduate Dean who is 

instrumental in the awarding of training accreditation.  It is hoped that this 

will take place in the next few weeks. 



MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

Once again Claydon will be taking part in the World’s Biggest 

Coffee Morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. 

It will take place in the Church Room on Friday 27th September 

from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm.  It will include a Raffle, a Book Stall, 

and of course tea, coffee and cake. 

Donations of cake and raffle prizes would be very welcome.  For 

raffle prizes please contact Anne Hoggins on 690675 and for 

cake contact Claire Stanley (690518), June Allen (690393) or 

Margaret Atkins (690680). 

Napton Bike Ride Success 

On 14th July many villagers pulled together to support the annual 

provision of refreshments to the Napton Charity Bike Ride.  Over 

400 cyclists descended on Claydon, looking forward to a well earned 

‘pit stop’ and enjoyed ‘bacon sarnies’, homemade cakes and ice 

creams.  A huge thank you to the wonderful cake bakers and 

helpers on the day –your help raised £457 for St James the Great 

Church. 

Thanks in particular to Angela, Bethany, Janice, Keith, Spencer, 

Diana, Chris, Pamela, Jess, Margaret, Jane, Brair, Vicky and 

Georgia. 

Free 
Stainless steel eye level double electric oven which will fit into an 

oven housing unit.  Height 865mm, width 585mm, depth 550mm. 

If you are interested please ring Sam North on 07776 206435 for 

further details. 



GOODBYE and GOOD LUCK 
to the Hardy family on their move to Cumbria.  They send their great 
appreciation to everyone involved in organising their surprise leaving 
party. 

 

Owen with friends 

 

Lara and Chris 



CONGRATULATIONS 
to Adam and Emma Bodily on their marriage. 

WELCOME to the VILLAGE 
to Sam North and Sarah Keyser in Bignolds Close. 

 

Corporate and Private catering 

We cater for all events, from buffet to sit down meals. 

Working closely with the customer to provide the perfect menu 

for both their event and budget. 

We also offer private dining within our 12-seater café for a more 

intimate event.  

We pride ourselves in using organic and free-range meat and 

dairy products  

For enquiries please contact: 

01295 750020 

info@themulberrycafe.co.uk 

www.themulberrycafe.co.uk 

mailto:info@themulberrycafe.co.uk


Diary Dates  
MARINA DISCUSSION 
Tuesday 10

th
 September 7:00 p.m. in the Church Room 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 10

th
 September 7:30 p.m. in the Church Room 

BCP HOLY COMMUNION 
Sunday 15

th
 September 8.30 am at St James Church 

JUBILEE GROUP COFFEE MORNING 
Wednesday 18

th
 September 10:30 am in the Church Room 

LITTLE LIGHTS 
Thursday 19

th
 September 10.30 to 12.00 in the Church Room 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Sunday 22

nd
 September 9.30 am at St James Church 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
Friday 27

th
 September 10:00 am in the Church Room 

HARVEST FAMILY COMMUNION 
Sunday 29th September 9.30 am at St James Church 

BEETLE DRIVE 
Wednesday 2

nd
 October 2.30 to 4.30 pm in the Church Room 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Sunday 6

th
 October 11.00 am at St James Church 

JUBILEE GROUP COFFEE MORNING 
Wednesday 16

th
 October 10:30 am in the Church Room 

LITTLE LIGHTS 
Thursday 17

th
 October 10.30 to 12.00 in the Church Room 

BCP HOLY COMMUNION 
Sunday 20

th
 October 8.30 am at St James Church 
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