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CONGRATULATIONS 

ARRON AND GEORGIA 

 

The marriage of Major Arron Broughton RM to Georgia Reeves took 

place on Friday 20th August at the church of St John the Evangelist 

in Banbury. 

The Broughton family played a significant part in the service.  As 

Georgia entered the church, she was accompanied by the live 

rendition of the song If I were a carpenter, by a group which included 

Arron’s father Martin on guitar. 



The family contribution continued with Arron’s seven year old 

nephew Douglas Al-Anazi reading Psalm 18, and his sister Adele, 

better known to Claydon residents as Pom, acting as Best (Wo)Man. 

 

Pom and Martin Broughton 

 

Arron and Georgia, prior to the reception at The Great Barn, Aynho 



 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

Following more than twelve months of meeting via Zoom, meetings 

resumed in person at the Church Room on 15th July and continued 

on 9th September.  Please note that future meetings will be held 

on the second Thursday of the odd numbered months.  The 

next meeting will be held on Thursday 11th November at 7.30 pm. 

CLERK VACANCY 

There is an immediate vacancy for a Parish Clerk who would be the 

Responsible Financial Officer, managing the Parish Council’s 

finances and providing administrative and clerical support.  

Candidates must have some administrative experience, be 

computer literate and proficient in Microsoft Word and Excel, and be 

able to maintain accurate accounts.  A CiLCA qualification would be 

an advantage but it is not essential. 

Clerical duties would include support at meetings, dealing with a 

variety of correspondence and public notices, and submitting 

planning application responses to the District Council. 

Financial duties would include preparation of accounts (including 

year end and submission for external audit), banking, VAT reclaim, 

preparing a budget for review and precept, plus own personal 

payroll and PAYE. 

It is expected that the tasks would require 15 hours per month, 

working mainly from home at a salary ranging between £10.04 and 

£13.78 per hour, depending on experience. 

Applications should be sent as soon as possible with a CV and 

covering letter to garythedenham@yahoo.com 

PLANNING 

In early June the Parish Council submitted a strong objection to the 

application for a temporary five bedroomed mobile home at High 

Furlong Farm on Mollington Road, along with a request (which was 



refused) that the application should be decided by the Planning 

Committee, rather than be delegated to a Planning Officer 

There has been a considerable delay and, at the time of the 

meeting, no decision had been made. 

This application followed a previous application in 2020 for a barn on 

the site.  The case officer’s report stated that it would be used for the 

all weather storage of hay, and it would not be used for the 

accommodation of livestock.  A dwelling was not proposed but a 

mobile home appeared on the site almost immediately afterwards. 

Following the village’s experience with The Barnhouse, there is a 

concern that this may be an attempt to circumvent the planning 

system. 

ROAD CLOSURE 

The recent road closure in Main Street caused considerable 

disruption to residents.  There had been insufficient warning and 

there was no access for emergency vehicles despite the closure 

notice stating that emergency access would be maintained. 

It was agreed that an email will be drafted to request that in future 

OCC fully consider the implications of such closures before they are 

allowed to happen. 

PLAY AREA 

Councillor Ames is inspecting the Play Area on a monthly basis and 

is working to resolve any safety issues.  The muddy area at the 

entrance has been resolved and one of the toddler seats for the 

swings will be replaced 

BRAMBLES 

Following several complaints regarding brambles overgrowing the 

path on the corner of Cropredy Road, it was reported to fixmystreet.  

The response was that the responsibility lay with the owner of the 

adjacent land. 

As there has been no progress, this will continue to be pursued. 



 
Further information: 

There will be a marquee set up (in the orchard behind Priory Cottage) to 

provide shelter and for the band’s performance, there will also be a couple 

of gazebos etc to shelter in from the sun/rain.  

Hay bales will be provided to sit on and a few chairs, but if people are able 

to bring picnic blankets/chairs that would be helpful but not essential. 

The band will be playing two sets, one late afternoon then early evening. 

There will be music playing in between and slide shows running (so please 

put song requests in to Tony Clegg at anthony.clegg@me.com or 07887 

767890 to help suit everyone’s musical preferences.  

Tea, coffee and crisps will be provided, but without funding for the event 

villager participation for food and drink is needed.  Anything anyone can 

make or bring (including anything to be barbecued) would be greatly 

appreciated.  

It is hoped to share photos of the village and villagers, old and 
new, perhaps remembering some of the characters who are no 
longer with us.  Please either email the photos to Tony or, if 
they require scanning, leave them at Priory Cottage with Mel 
who will take great care of them. 

There is an event page set up on the village Facebook page so any 

questions can be popped on there or get in touch with Mel on 

07743184919.  

 

mailto:anthony.clegg@me.com


Obituaries 

QUEENIE STRINGER 
11

th
 March 1923  -  30

th
 April 2021 

 

Queenie Stringer, long time resident of Claydon and keen supporter of the 

Jubilee Group coffee mornings, died peacefully aged 98, after a spell in 

Chacombe Park Care Home.  Her funeral was held on 14th May at Oakley 

Wood Crematorium when, under Covid restrictions, a masked 

congregation of friends and family listened to Queenie’s favourite hymn, 

poem and music. 

Queenie spent many of her formative years in an orphanage and became 
separated from her five siblings. Aged 18 she joined the Auxilliary 
Territorial Service (ATS) and was stationed at the Army’s 469 Battery in 
Enfield, Middlesex.  Winston Churchill’s daughter, Mary was stationed at 
the same anti-aircraft unit.  They are both shown in the photograph below 
with Queenie second from the left in the front row and Mary lying in the 
foreground.  Queenie strongly disapproved of Mary’s tendency to swear. 



 

At some stage during this period of the war Queenie drove a lorry carrying 

prisoners to work on farms. 

Queenie also spent time stationed in Belgium and the photograph on the 

next page shows the girls relaxing outside their Nissen Hut, with Queenie 

in the centre.  Despite the tragedies and losses, she enjoyed the dances, 

fun and camaraderie. 

Queenie married her husband George in 1952 and had children Margaret 

and James, and then moved to Claydon in 1982.  After George died in 

1990 Queenie teamed up with fellow Manor Park residents Helen Jones 

and Edna Hickman to enjoy many social events and outings 

 



 

While she was able, Queenie regularly attended Jubilee Group coffee 

mornings from their instigation in 2002.  She also enjoyed a good laugh 

with friends at the Village Beetle Drives and made many friends at the 

Fenny Compton Over 60s Club. 

Even into her nineties Queenie would still travel to Banbury on the 

Stagecoach bus several times per week.  When this service was 

threatened with being withdrawn she readily agreed to help with the 

(ultimately unsuccessful) campaign to retain the service and was featured 

in an article in the Banbury Guardian as some-one who would be affected 

by the loss. 

Margaret and James would like to thank all Queenie's lovely friends 

and neighbours in the village and beyond for their valued friendship 

and support to their Mum over the years. 

 



DAVE HOGGINS 
18th June 1956  -  24

th
 June 2021 

 

The funeral of Dave Hoggins was held at Banbury Crematorium on 2nd 

August when, still under Covid rules, a significant part of the service 

included Dave’s favourite music: A Whiter Shade of Pale by Procol Harum, 

It’s Only Make Believe by Glen Campbell, Always On My Mind by Willie 

Nelson and Champions by Bob Champion. 

David Alan Hoggins was born on 18th June 1953 and grew up in Chipping 

Warden, alongside his siblings: Cathy, Ken, Ruth, Robert and Steve.  After 

school he went to work as a mechanic for Fine Lady Bakery, then later for 

Export Packing.  When he was made redundant he set up his own 

business.  Over the last 20 years of his working life, he worked for 

Banbury TA Centre.  It was while at Export Packing that he met Anne, and 

they married at Claydon in 1981.  Their family grew, with children Jenny 

and Sam.  Dave loved gardening and the outdoor life round the farm. 



He loved horse-racing and there were special animals in his life, including 

his Alsatian dog Bella who he left at his childhood home with his dad and 

sister.  Anne bought Dave his first Jack Russell, Fanny, who became a 

fond character in the village. 

 

While the family didn't take holidays (Dave wasn't keen on the idea of 

booking a week away and then possibly watching the rain pour down 

through a caravan window), instead they would rise early and set out 

somewhere for a full day's excursion.  Favourite places to visit included 

Weston-super-Mare, Bournemouth, Boscombe, the New Forest, Woburn 

Abbey, and Wales. Often a friend would travel with them.  They could then 

return home late in the evening to sleep in their own beds. 

Dave was a straight-forward, hard-working man, devoted to his family. 



As Arron Broughton couldn’t be present, his tribute, which follows, was 

read at the ceremony: 

 “There are few men that I have met who deserve as much respect as Dave.  There 

are even fewer that were instantly likeable; Dave was hilarious.  One of the 

funniest things that I have ever seen was the time when Dave was driving Sam 

and me to Scouts and a cyclist pulled up next to us at the lights; the cyclist held 

out his hand to turn left so Dave leaned out of the window, shook his hand and 

drove off!  I have never seen anybody jump out of their skin like that since. 

Dave was a man who would do anything to help anybody, a real grafter who could 

pretty much fix anything mechanical, and if he couldn’t it wasn’t worth fixing.  

He was also one of the most genuine people I have ever met; he spoke his mind 

honestly and candidly and this was part of a truly old-school, unassuming 

toughness that demanded and deserved respect.  You underestimated Dave at your 

own peril. 

As a young officer, holding the rank of lieutenant and finding myself on leave but 

with the need to access a military computer, I visited the Banbury TA Centre.  I 

was greeted by Dave who instantly said, “What the bloody hell do you want?”  

Dave’s colleague rather timidly reminded him, “You can’t talk to him like that, 

he’s an officer.”  Dave immediately replied, “He might be now, but I’ll tell you 

what he was, …..he was a little s**t” 

As children Sam and I used to shout “Oi, Grease-monkey” at him from across the 

yard and he would be out from under a car and cover 50 yards launching tools at 

us faster than we could turn.  We loved the chase and so must have Dave as he 

was always happy to respond. 

Dave held a set of traditional values that are so rare in people nowadays; the most 

striking example of this is how he was so loyal and proud of his family.  At the 

end of the day the most irrefutable evidence of what a good bloke Dave was can 

be seen through the personalities of Jenny and Sam: they are chips off the old 

block, thoroughly quality, lovely people. 

The Hoggins and Wisldons are a Claydon institution; Anne you are the silent 

beating heart of the village; Dave was an absolute rock of a man by your side, a 

man of whom I have the fondest memories and who will be greatly missed.” 

 Major Arron Broughton, RM 



Diary Dates  
CLAYDON’S LATE SUMMER PARTY 
Saturday 25th September from 3.00 pm until late in the orchard behind 
Priory Cottage 

HARVEST FAMILY SERVICE 
Sunday 26th September 4.00 pm at St James Church 

POPPY COLLECTION 
Anne Hoggins is hoping to make a door to door collection in aid of the 
Poppy Appeal. 

Thanksgiving 
The seasons change, and we wonder what this next season will look like and feel 

like.  Maybe, hopefully, we will have some good summer experiences, times of 

being together and memories to nourish us.  Maybe we will have new plans and 

possibilities to look forward to.  In the church's calendar we will soon be marking 

Harvest celebrations, and entering a month of Creation Time.  This is another 

opportunity to re-connect with creation around us, to enter into a responsible and 

compassionate relationship with creation.  Thanksgiving is always at the heart of 

Harvest.  Thanksgiving can help us shift our attention and extend our practice of 

care for others and for the earth.  We gather in good gifts, acknowledge them, see 

how much we depend on each other and on the fruits of the earth.  We remember 

the gifts that come unbidden.  

Some words from the great poet Wendell Berry: 

When despair for the world grows in me 

and I wake in the night at the least sound 

in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 

I go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 

I come into the peace of wild things 

who do not tax their lives with forethought 

of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 

And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waiting with their light. For a time 

I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.  

Revd Hilary Campbell 
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